
Church Staff

Clergy:
The Rev. Dr. John Barr III	

john@holycomforter.net
The Rev. Marcus Kaiser
   marcus@holycomforter.net
Music Director:
Chuck Wilson
   chuck@holycomforter.net

Youth Minister:
Timothy Rutherford
   othyp121@yahoo.com
Youth Intern:
Louise van Mook
   	lovlime5@yahoo.com
Children’s Ministries:
Lori Grimm
   lorigrimm88@gmail.com

Administrator: Meg Shinall
   meg@holycomforter.net
Secretary: Gini Elmes-Mills
   gini@holycomforter.net
Financial Secretary: 
Gayle Boykin
   gayle@holycomforter.net
Nursery: Annette Conner
Maintenance: Melvin Wilder
Sexton: Emma McCain

The Vestry

Sue McDuffie (Sr. Warden)         
      srmcduffie@hotmail.com
Carrie Jacocks (Education) 
  	carriejacocks@mac.com  
John Britton (Discipleship)   
   jpblawoffice@yahoo.com
Ginny Corley (Outreach)
  corleys@ftc-i.net

Ramona Jacocks (Worship)
   romyclaire@ymail.com
Cindy Clark,  (Treasurer)
   cynthialclark@eaton.com
Harry Burchstead (Outreach)    
   hburchstead@gmail.com
Phil Osborne (Pastoral)    	     
 	 philosborne2@gmail.com
Rick Shaw, Jr. Warden  
   rickshaw@sc.rr.com

Drak Drakeford  (Diocesen 
Liaison)
   drak@sc.rr.com
Arthur Wilder (Stewardship)      
  AHWild@aol.com
Christen Weidner 
   (Pastoral Care)
   christenweidner@sc.rr.com
Tripp Lee (Fellowship)
   tripplee@frasiertire.com

Episcopal Church of the Holy Comforter, Sumter SC

Church of the Holy Comforter
Where the power and love of Jesus Christ changes lives...

growing disciples who make disciples.
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Parish Criteria for Vestry Nomination 
at the Parish Meeting 1-29-12

   The Vestry Nominating Committee, made up 
of the off-going members of the Vestry (Ramona 
Jacocks, John Britton, Ginny Corley, Arthur 
Wilder) and the current Wardens (Sue McDuffie, 
Rick Shaw), seeks to place before the congregation 
faithful Christians for Vestry service who are 
canonically eligible and who exhibit the following 
commitments in their lives:

1)  A person who is growing as a Christian disciple, 
whose life points to a living relationship with 
Jesus Christ, lived out in the life of Holy 
Comforter.

2)  An active participant in the ministry and pulse 
of Holy Comforter, one who is regular in 
attendance in worship and a Confirmed 
communicant in good standing.

3)  One who knows the joy of giving, who is 
committed to being a thoughtful steward of time, 
ministry gifts, and money; who is personally 
committed to the tithe as the biblical standard or 
is moving clearly toward that commitment in 
his/her pledge to the ministry of the Parish.

4) A person who is willing to attend the meetings 
of the Vestry and invest in bringing leadership to 
the Parish, willing to attend the Vestry 
Overnight Retreat on March 16-17, 2012; 
who is willing to engender the ministry of Jesus 
Christ in the Parish.

5)  One who has a teachable spirit—submitting 
to others in Christ; who has a desire to listen for 
God in the Scriptures and prayer, whose aim is 
to build up the fellowship in the love of the Lord; 
who is committed to the Word as our supreme 
authority and to prayerful discernment in seeking 
God's purposes and mission for the Church.

The Annual Parish Meeting is in the Parish 
Hall, 6 pm, Sunday, January 29, 2012.

John Acken, husband of 
Betsy, is an usher and has 
been active in church 
finance and vestry.
Stan DuBose, husband 
of Pat, is a lay reader, a 
member of the Buildings 
and Property team and 
former vestry member.
Susan Harvin, wife of 
Scott, is a layreader and 
member of the Parish Life 
Team.
Mitchell Jacocks, 
husband of Ramona, is 
chairman of the Prayer 
Team and a former vestry 
member.
Dottie Kolb, wife of 
Wade, is chairperson of 
the Flower Guild and a 
former vestry member.
Charlie Noyes, husband 
of Becky,  is a lay reader 
and has chaired the 
Finance Committee and 
served on the vestry.

John Acken

Stan DuBose

Susan Harvin

Dottie Kolb

Mitchell Jacocks

Charlie Noyes

Vestry Nominees 
for 2012-14
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By Heidi Burkett

   Once again Holy Comorter’s Kanuga Parish Family Retreat is over and I 
think everyone brought home good memories from the mountains.          
   Friday afternoon found the “team” welcoming our church family with 
packets, goody bags and hot apple cider. Most folks made it by dinner time 
and for Mike Hill’s opening session. A short but fun social was held after 
Mike’s talk and before everyone retreated to their cabins for the remainder 
of the evening. 
   Our Saturday morning session began shortly after breakfast. After lunch 
a large group of folks gathered for a hike up the mountain with their fearless 
leader JJ Britton. They all had a blast from what I understand. Refreshments 
were served when they reached the top! 
   Other folks spent the afternoon in town, climbing Flat Rock or just enjoying 
the roaring fire in their cabins. A before-dinner social was held in front of 
a roaring fire in the fireplace lounge. 
   A large group gathered in the beautiful chapel for a candlelight Compline 
service led by Marcus. Prayer time was held afterwards. 
   By 7:30 you could hear the music coming from Balthis. The chairs were 
"rolled" back against the wall and the "line" dancing had begun. DJ West 
Jacocks and instructions on the newest line dancing by Charles Jacocks 
provided an hour of fun enjoyed by all ages. Little Jack White (2 years old) 
just rocked to the music and Betsy Acken proved she could still do the "twist." 
Karen Mendez showed us just how much she has recovered this past year 
and danced the night away! Even our Rector John Barr was on the dance 
floor learning the newest line dance! Mike Hill closed up the weekend with 
his last talk and after a communion service and lunch we headed down the 
mountain and back to Sumter! 
   As always our weekend wouldn’t have been complete without the incredible 
music of Not Our Own. Thanks to Mark, Scott, Lynn, Allison, Matthew, 
Rebecca and Austin for leading us as we sang praises to our Lord! In addition 

our children were well cared for while the majority 
of us were enjoying our sessions with Mike Hill. 
Many thanks to Lori, Elizabeth, Kim, Matt, 
Rebecca, Russ, Anna, Carol, Grace and Katie. The 
children came back to Balthis happy and smiling 
and I think their leaders were blessed by being 
with them.           
Kanuga leadership to co-leaders Susan Harvin 
and Margaret Held. Thanks again to all the 
Kanuga team members who helped put this 
fabulous weekend together; Christen, Susan, 
Margaret, Gini, Linda, Mark, Craig, Beth, Meg 
and Marcus. Many hands made this weekend 
possible! 
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Kanuga 2012 Highlights
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“We Believe...”
   When we meet someone 
who knows little of the 
Christian faith, how are we to 
explain what we believe?  
For seventeen centuries, 
Christians have summarized 
our faith in the words of the 

Nicene Creed.  Yet, so often we say those words 
every week by rote, without realizing the life-
giving and life-changing impact they possess. 
 Please join us as we explore our faith through 
the gift of the Nicene Creed.
   Please join us through this season of 
Epiphany as we explore what we mean when 
we say together, “We believe...”  Classes will 
start on January 22nd and will be led by the 
Rev. Marcus Kaiser in the Teaching Center 
during the Christian Education hour (10 am). 
 

Philip 
Ministry is a 
lay ministry at Holy 
Comforter for visiting 
shut-ins, those who are 
hospitalized, those 
going through grieving, 
or any other situation 
that calls for Pastoral 
Care.  It is mainly a "visiting ministry".  It is a spin-off from 
Stephens Ministry, with a much shorter training 
period. Currently there are three or four active Philip 
Ministers in our Parish, and we need some more!
   If you are interested in being a part of this calling of our 
Lord to visit the sick and the shut-ins, or want to know 
more of what it is all about, please notify the church office 
(773-3823) or me (775-7736) or contact me by email: 
grannysue@sc.rr.com. We will be organizing a meeting for 
the brief training for new ministers as soon as I hear from 
you.
   Also, if you or a member of your family or a friend would 
like a visit from a Philips Minister, please notify the same. 
   							 Sue Griffin

Stucco
Work

Begins
!!!

Please bring cookies 
for the crew?



Parishioners  
Ann Bahny
Evelyn Baldwin
John and Laura Barr 
   and Family
Audrey Brown
Marvin Byerly
Liz Kolb
Virginia Lee
Carol McCoy
Floride McKoy
Margaret McLeod
David Peek
Drewry Penn, Jr.
Mary Jean Sturgis
Murdoch Walker
Sid Walton
Emily Ward

Military and their 
families: 
Brandon Anderson
Daniel Edwards
Greg Edwards
Gerard Garcia
Beth Graboritz
Harrison Hobbs
Gregory Jones
Jeremy McAbee 
Joseph McIntosh
Sam Mills
Taylor Mitchem
Ricky Montgomery
Mike Murphy
Caleb Nicholas

Joseph Occhineri
Bentham Reed
Mike Shechte
David Smith
Patrick Stehley
Stephen Therrien
Matthew Tutt
Greg Witcher

Family and Friends
Mary Anderson
Griff Bartlett
Eleanor Gayle Boykin
Kim Brandess
Scot Campbell
Roland Corning
Gil and Sarah Drayton
Andrew Edwards
Richard Evans
Bonnie Ferguson
Steven Kaiser
Wendall Kaiser
Lib Kennedy
Louise Kimbrell
Anne Kouk
Penny Lively
Beulah Mahoney
Brice McDuffie
Edward Monroe
Sumter and Beverly Moore
   and Family
Jennifer Mueller
Jeannie Poag
Ethan Preast
John Reames

Sadie Rhodes and family
George Richardson
Jim Ridings
Michael Spann
DuBose Tuller
Thelma Waynick

Baptized:
Samuel Roberts Kaiser, son 
of the Rev. Marcus and 
Kim Kaiser, James’ and 
Jacob’s brother, Jan 8, 
2012

Transferred:
William, Eliza, Lucy and 
Joseph Buxton, from 
St. Michael’s, Charleston

Celebration of the Life 
and Ministry of:
Robert Smith

Missionaries: Freddie 
Baker, Harold Goff, Angus 
McDuffie, Arthur Wilder, 
Harry Burchstead, Joe and 
Tina Rhodes, Abney 
Rhodes, Valjean Jenkins, 
Shannon Justice, Stephen 
Justice and for more to be 
raised up.
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Your Prayers Are Invited for...

www.HolyComforter.net

In Memory Of:
Nell Mason Barr 
Heidi Burkett
Mary Reed
Martha Jo Wilder

H. Gene Briggs
Heidi Burkett
Mary Reed

Joseph John Cannarella, Jr.
Heidi Burkett

Ret. Army Col. Robert (Bob) 
R. Dobson
Kathleen L. Baskin
Sue Griffin
Mary Reed
Greg and Hobbie Williams

Richard C. Dwight, Jr. 
Dwight, Lisa, and Megan Mitchell

Margaret Kelly Fowler
Ione Chancey
Valjean Jenkins 
Carolyn Ward

Anne Gregorie Greene
Heidi Burkett

Nancy Hendricks Hoar
Heidi Burkett

Jane Pierson Martin
Mary Reed
Martha Jo Wilder 

Barbara Anne McCoy
Heidi Burkett

Mildred Shaw
Wilson and Lynn MacEwen

Lou Ann Player Walker 
Heidi Burkett
Dr. Nancy Bland
King Car Dealership
Joseph and Jeanne Orvin
Mary Reed

Iva Myrtle Walton
Heidi Burkett
Mary Reed
Martha Jo Wilder
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