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of Jesus Christ

A re there any who are devout lovers of
God? Let them enjoy this beautiful bright
festival!
Are there any who are grateful servants?
Let them rejoice and enter into the joy of
their Lord!
Are there any weary from fasting? Let
them now receive their due!
If any have toiled from the first hour, let
them receive their reward.
If any have come after the third hour, let
them with gratitude join in the feast!
Those who arrived after the sixth hour,
let them not doubt; for they shall not be
short-changed.
Those who have tarried until the ninth
hour, let them not hesitate; but let them
come too.
And those who arrived only at the
eleventh hour, let them not be afraid by
reason of their delay.
For the Lord is gracious and receives the
last even as the first. The Lord gives rest
to those who come at the eleventh hour,
even as to those who toiled from the
beginning.
To one and all the Lord gives generously.
The Lord accepts the offering of every
work. The Lord honours every deed and
commends their intention.
Let us all enter into the joy of the Lord!
First and last alike, receive your reward.
Rich and poor, rejoice together!
Conscientious and lazy, celebrate the
day! You who have kept the fast, and you
who have not, rejoice, this day, for the
table is bountifully spread!
Feast royally, for the calf is fatted. Let
no one go away hungry.  Partake, all, of

the banquet of faith. Enjoy the bounty
of the Lord's goodness!
Let no one grieve being poor, for the
universal reign has been revealed.
Let no one lament persistent failings, for
forgiveness has risen from the grave.
Let no one fear death, for the death of
our Saviour has set us free.
The Lord has destroyed death by
enduring it. The Lord vanquished hell
when he descended into it. The Lord put
hell in turmoil even as it tasted of his flesh.
Isaiah foretold this when he said, "You,
O Hell, were placed in turmoil when he
encountering you below."
Hell was in turmoil having been eclipsed.
Hell was in turmoil having been mocked.
Hell was in turmoil having been destroyed.
Hell was in turmoil having been abolished.
Hell was in turmoil having been made
captive.
Hell grasped a corpse, and met God. Hell
seized earth, and encountered heaven.
Hell took what it saw, and was overcome
by what it could not see.
O death, where is your sting? O hell,
where is your victory?
Christ is risen, and you are cast down!
Christ is risen, and the demons are fallen!
Christ is risen, and the angels rejoice!
Christ is risen, and life is set free! Christ
is risen, and the tomb is emptied of its
dead.
For Christ, having risen from the dead, is
become the first-fruits of those who have
fallen asleep.
To Christ be glory and power forever
and ever. Amen!

An Easter Sermon of John Chrysostom, Pastor
of Constantinople (400 AD)
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Parishioners
Ann and John Bahny
Emily Fishburne
Lillian High
Murdoch Walker
Marianne Palmer
Sarah Dawson
Jan Taylor
Julie Dwight
Betty McLeod
James Barnhill
Donna West-Barnhill
Barbara Cerra
Margaret McLeod
Betty Penney
Carol Lawrence
Rosa and Ramon Schwartz
Bob Dobson
Barbara Smith
Heidi Burkett

Military
Chan Floyd
Jeremy McAbee
Beth Graboritz
and their families.

Family and Friends
Chuck Edwards
Susie Beard
Mike Brasington
Sandy Howell
Martha Horne
Edward Monroe
Kaitlyn Greene
Al Dantzler
Len Norman
Nancy Hudson
Robbie Johnson
John Jones
Jane Martin
Pearl Wallace
Emily Bee
Genie Poag
Eleanor Shiner
Geraldine Hosack

Deceased
Sarah Jenkins
   (sister of Margaret Fowler)
Parky Gettys
   (Charlie Poag's aunt)
Mary Krumpotich

Your Prayers Are Invited for...

ECW Prayer Partners
God’s Littlest Lambs,

Sav R Kids Children’s Home
St. John’s Episcopal Mission

Gifts and Memorials
In Honor of:
Virginia Bland for years of dedication and service in the choir

Given by Gene and Nancy Briggs
(for Choir Room Renovations)

In Memory of:
Maisie Burns for years of dedication and service to the choir

Given by Gene and Nancy Briggs
(for Choir Room Renovations)

Julia Hoar for years of dedication and service in the choir
Given by Gene and Nancy Briggs

(for Choir Room Renovations)
Adrian Burrows

Given by Bob and Rufus Dobson
Betty Cain  (sister of Alice Beaty)

Given by Sara Louise Manning
Given by Mary Reed

Amanda Hall (daughter of Jane Hall)
Given by Mary Reed

Irene Hayes (aunt of Rev. Charlie Walton)
Given by Beth Fordham

(Recovering Sight)
Given by Lillian Vedder

(Recovering Sight)
George Herron

Given by Bob and Rufus Dobson
Madge Brunson Kester (sister-in-law of Adele Brunson)

Given by Ernie and Linda Brown
Margaret Kykendoll (mother of Amie Rutherford)

Given by Sue Griffin
Ed Owens (husband of Margaret Owens)

Given by Ernie and Linda Brown
Given by Ed and Mary Dallery
Given by Myrna H. Dixon
Given by Mary Reed
Given by Aggie White
Given by Mrs. Kenneth Young, Sr.

Eloise Simmons
Given by John Martin (Prayer Book)

Gerry Skardon (mother of Dotty Kolb)
Given by Mary Reed
Given by Bill and Ruth Stokes

Elsie Watts (mother of Allen Watts)
Given by Bill and Ruth Stokes

The Persian Rug donated for the
Narthex given to the Glory of God and
in Loving Memory of The Reverend
and Mrs. James Bentham Walker,
Dr. and Mrs. Samuel Henry Edmunds,
and Miss Mary Wilson Walker

Given with Love from
Mary Edmunds Reed

Financial Report
February     Jan 1–Feb 28, 2007

Actual Budget
Operating Revenue Rcv’d $57,398 $128,420 $97,077
Less Operating Expenses 50,735 106,900 102,339
Less Debt Service 1,952 3,908 3,900
Excess Revenue/(Expenses) 4,711 17,612 (9,162)

Stewardship Campaign for 2007
   Budgeted Pledges and offerings through 2-28-07 $88,615
   Actual Pledges and Offerings through 2-28-07 119,286
   Ahead/(Behind) 30,671

Parish Life Fund
Current Balance Due $967,191.36
Pledges Outstanding 316,752.43
Remaining Balance 489,327.13

,.,.,.,.,.
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   Small groups have only been going for a month, but already
they are making a huge impact on people’s lives.  Come and
find out what all the fuss is about!
   What are small groups?  Why should I join?
Small groups are places where we learn how to do life together
rather than just near each other.  Specifically, they are an
excellent way of making new friends and getting to know old
friends better, a place where you can grow in your faith, a time
to find and provide friendship and support through our
struggles, questions, hopes, and temptations, an ideal base
from which to become involved in other areas of church life,
and a lot of fun!
   What happens there?
   Socialize.  Each small group begins with people getting
together and spending time with each other.  Also, at least once
every few months, the groups go on a purely social outing.
   Learn and Grow Spiritually.  Through the study of the Bible
and other Christian books or video series, you learn about who
Jesus is, why He came, and what He means for you and the
world.  You will also learn about the exciting plan that He has
for your life.
   Prayer.  Members of small groups take care of each other.
Everyone needs help through life, and in small groups you can
receive prayer, advice, and other support in a loving and safe
environment.
   Service.  At least once a season, each small group will perform

some service project either at the Church, around Sumter, or
around the world!
Do I have to know a lot about the Bible and prayer to join?
   No.  Small groups are places where you are invited to come,
learn, and grow.  All levels of knowledge and faith are welcome
and accepted.  Also, group members are invited to learn and
grow at their own pace.  Small groups provide a welcoming,
no-pressure environment for you to engage with God.
When and where do they meet?
   Small groups meet in people’s homes at least once every two
weeks, and they usually meet on Wednesday nights from
between 6:30 to 8:00 P.M.  Some groups meet other days at
different times, so there is always a group available that can
meet your schedule!
Can I still join a small group?
   Absolutely!!!  You are always invited to join a small group,
and all of our groups welcome new members.  Most of our
active small groups still have room for new people, and they
would love for you to join them.
   If you would like to join a group or simply want more
information, please contact Hamilton (773-3823 or
Hamilton@holycomforter.net) and he will be happy to help
you.

qrqr Small Groups Underway qrqrqr

Have you not known? Have you not heard? Exciting things are
happening here at Holy Comforter for the young adults.
CONNECT – a link for young adults has made
its debut. For several weeks, a team of eight young adults in
addition to Hamilton, have been meeting to plan monthly
events in order to  reach the young adults within our church,
as well as those in the community.  CONNECT is a ministry
designed for adults within the 20-30’s age group. Events are
being planned to try and meet the needs of all young adults,
some of which will include families of the young adults as well.
 
      After much prayer and preparation, CONNECT kicked off
with an oyster roast held on Saturday, February 24. There was
lots of food (including oysters), music, fellowship, and pictures.
The children in the nursery also had a great time. Future events
include a family picnic at the home of Beth and Charlie Poag,
and a Question/Answer Session on Sunday, June 3. If you
know anyone within the 20-30 age group, please encourage
them to CONNECT with us!

Free Conference!!!
New Wineskins for Global
Mission 2007
Are you ready for something new?
Do you want to meet fascinating and exciting people?
Have you ever thought about going on a mission trip?
   If you answered “yes” to any of these questions, then the New
Wineskins for Global Mission Conference is for you!  Come and
hear fascinating speakers from Egypt, New Zealand, Singapore,
Uganda, Pittsburgh, and many other strange and foreign lands.
 They will speak on topics such as the Christian work in Muslim
countries, the power of forgiveness and reconciliation after
ethnic genocide, seeking justice for the oppressed, and how
churches can be involved in all of this important work.  Come
and learn about how the Gospel is changing the world, and how
God wants YOU to be part of it!
   The best part is that a full scholarship has been donated by a
parishioner.  So, if you are the first to sign up, you can go for
free!  Other scholarship money to offset conference costs is also
available upon request.
   This conference will be held from April 11-15 in Ridgecrest,
North Carolina.
   If you are interested, please contact Hamilton (773-3823),
and he will give you a full information brochure.  You can also
learn more about this conference at www.newwineskins.org.
Don’t let this exciting opportunity pass you by!
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Easter Egg Hunt
   We will be having an Easter Egg Hunt for the children
on Easter Sunday morning at 10:20 am. There will not
be any Children’s Sunday School classes that day. We
wanted to do the hunt at a time when parents and anyone
else who would like to come could be there to watch and
help supervise. Please note, the hunt is BEFORE the 11
am service, not during children’s church as has been done
in some past years. We are in need of plastic eggs filled
with treats and/or candy, but no chocolate, please. If you
could drop off a dozen filled eggs per child, we would
really appreciate your help! We really need the eggs before
Easter so we can hide them before the children arrive.
They can be dropped off in the church office or given to
Lizzie Smith. Thanks!

Save the Date for
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL!
   This year’s Vacation Bible School will be the week of
June 18th -22nd. Mark your calendars, and remember
these dates when planning vacations and other summer
activities.
   Please share your gifts with our children! ADULT and
YOUTH Volunteers are needed for music, crafts, teaching,
snacks, decorations, and many other areas! There will be
a second  planning meeting for ADULT volunteers on
Sunday, April 29 at 5 pm at church (childcare provided).
Please join us if you’re feeling called to serve in this very
important ministry!

Upcoming Nursery and
Childcare Dates:
   Please check the bulletin board outside the nursery for
information on upcoming nursery and childcare dates as
well as information for visitors or new members. We
currently have a nursery offered on Sundays beginning
during the Sunday School hour (10 am) and continuing
into the 11 am church service.

Additional Upcoming
Nursery Dates:
Maundy Thursday Service, April 5th at 6:30 pm
Good Friday Service, April 6th at 12:00 noon
Easter Sunday: 11 am service (Egg Hunt before the service
at 10:20 am)
Cross Training Wednesdays (April 4th and 18th, May 2nd
and 16th) 6-7:15; with supper
Healing Mission (Nursery and Childcare through 5th
grade):
Sunday, April 22nd (Nursery at 8:15 am and all morning),
Sunday, April 22nd  (7-9 pm), and
Monday, April 23rd  (7-9 pm)

REMINDER FOR
CHILDREN! PLEASE

BRING BACK YOUR
LENTEN OFFERING
CANS ON EASTER

SUNDAY. THEY WILL
BE PRESENTED AT THE

11 AM SERVICE.THANKS!



Bible Study
   Bible study has been going well, however
the teens have become increasingly distracted
and uninvolved so we are going to take a
break from bible study and go into a time of
just meeting to eat together.

Spring Retreat
   On April 20 we head for Huntington State
Park with our camping gear. The theme is
Bread Crumbs. This is from the story of
Hansel and Gretel, where they dropped bread
crumbs on the path so that they could find
their way home We are going to be looking
at the bread crumbs that God leaves for us
on the trail when we stray so that we can find
our way back to him. If anyone is interested
in coming along as a chaperone, or just for
more information, please contact Timothy
Rutherford at 803-773-3823 or by email.

Dinners
   The youth group has dinner together every
Sunday night and that dinner is provided by
parents of the youth. We have several
openings in the dinner schedual that need to
be filled so if you are interested in providing
dinner for the youth please contact Ginny
Corley at 803-775-2108 or by email at
corleys@ftc-i.net. Pleae note, you do not have
to be the parent of a youth in order to provide
dinner. We accept all food providers!

Timothy

Word-Driven,
Christ-Centered,

Youth-Led

Acts 2:42-47
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youth  news

April 1 Youth Group 5:30 - 7:30 pm
April 4th Fellowship dinner 6:00 - 7:00 pm
April 8th Youth Grp Egg Games 5:30 - 7:30
April 11th Fellowship dinner 6:00 - 7:00 pm
April 15th Youth Group 5:30 - 7:30 pm
April 18th Fellowship dinner 6:00 - 7:00 pm
April 20-22  Spring Retreat 4:00 - 5:00 pm
April 22nd No Youth Group
April 25th Fellowship dinner 6 - 7:00 pm
April 29th Youth Group 5:30 pm - 7:30 pm

April Youth Events
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The Episcopal Church

Women and The Daughters

of the King of the Diocese of

South Carolina

cordially invite you to attend

A celebration for the ministry

of The Rt. Rev. and Mrs.

William Skilton

Saturday, April 21st, 2007

2:00 to 5:00 pm

Holy Eucharist and

Reception

St. John’s Parish

3673 Maybank Highway

Johns Island, South

Carolina
RSVP St. Johns 559-9560

Bishop Carruthers ECW
Chapter Meeting

Tuesday, April 3rd, 7:00 pm 
Lizzie Smith's home,

111 Tucson Dr. 
Phone Lizzie at 983-7045 if you
have questions or need to know

directions. 
 In addition to our usual

chapter business and dessert
time, we will be having a poetry
reading.  Please bring one or
two of your favorite psalms,

hymn lyrics, or poems you've
found in books. on the net, or
written yourself.  We're hoping

our readings will be of a
spiritual, religious, or
inspirational nature.

   As the Diocesan
Church Periodical Club
(CPC) Chairman, I
would like to thank all
of you who participated
in the CPC Ingathering
on February 18, 2007.

 The mission of the Church Periodical
Club is to spread the Gospel through
printed and related material.  Your
donation was designated to go to support
our diocesan seminarians, Miles of
Pennies (MOP) projects, and other
diocesan projects.
   Each semester seminarians receive a
check to help with the purchase of
textbooks or books for their personal
libraries.  Our own seminarian, James
Barnhill, has been a recipient.  I have
received letters of thanks from many of
our diocesan seminarians stating how
appreciative they are not only to receive
the monetary support, but also that they
are being kept in our prayers. You may

not be aware of some of the hardships
that the seminarians face.  Professors
hand out a list of required books before
the class begins.  Once the class is
underway, more books are required
which adds stress to the seminarian’s
already tight budget.  After I gave a CPC
presentation at a Deanery meeting, I had
a priest’s wife stand up and say what a
blessing the CPC check had been for
them.  They were trying to decide
whether to pay the bill from the bookstore
or buy groceries with the money they
had scrimped to save.  By receiving the
CPC check, they were able to pay the
bill from the bookstore and buy groceries
with the money they had put aside.
   Thank you for your support of the
Church Periodical Club.  I would ask
that you keep this worthy ministry in
your prayers.

In His Service,
Tootie Adams

Administrative Notes:
Many thanks to all parishioners who
make sure that doors are locked
behind them, who look for
newcomers and introduce
themselves, who smile and give a
thumb’s up! to the choir on the way
to the altar, and who turn off lights
when they are the last to leave a
room. Thanks also to parishioners
who keep me informed of repair and
maintenance needs by way of email
or phone calls during office hours.
Over the next few weeks you will see
the moldy carpet removed from the
basement, Child Protection Policy-
compliant doors installed in the
youth building, elevator servicing on
a regular basis, reinforced kitchen
cabinets, more fire extinguishers
where required by code, low-choke
(asthma-friendly) incense in the
brazier, and the beginnings of the

choir room renovation. Employee of
the month: Gayle Boykin, for
constant devotion and cheerfulness,
excellent phone manners and blue-
ribbon, five-star audit results.

Meg Shinall

Rev. and Mrs. Smith’s daughter
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Light of Hope Baby Booties
   Prayers are invited for God’s blessing on the work of the
Light of Hope Crisis Pregnancy Center, with offices upstairs
in our Parish Life Building. Pam Hudson, Director, “tells
the truth” to women in all walks of life, many just young
girls, in need of comfort, support and guidance. Holy
Comforter stitchers are blessed to be able to team with
Pam in this worthy effort by supplying handmade booties.
Clients who test positively for pregnancy are given a pair
to help them prepare their hearts and minds for the reality
of their situation. The soft, tiny booties help encourage
them to prepare for the arrival of new life. Pam would like
to hear from YOU if you have a heart to assist her. Call her
at 773-8858. To help make knitted or crocheted booties,
contact Meg Shinall at 773-3823 (Tuesday–Friday).

If you are gong through a
difficult time, our Stephen
Ministers can bring Jesus’
love into your life. Stephen
Ministers provide
confidential, one-to-one
Christian care. They will meet
with you privately on a
weekly basis to listen, support

and encourage you, to pray with and for you,
and to walk with you for the duration of your
struggle.
   To find out more about Stephen Ministry
and how you or someone you know could be
matched with a Stephen Minister, talk with
one of our Stephen Leaders or call the Church
offices at 773-3823.

A Generous Gift
Many thanks to Rufus and Bob Dobson for their
gift of a magnificent silver tea service! The Holy
Stitchers have already hosted a tea party with the
service as the centerpiece.

Choir Renovation Committee
Spearheading the effort to update our choir room are Heidi Burkett,
Dottie Kolb, Music Director Chuck Wilson, Sue McDuffie and (not
pictured) Bill Stokes, Betsy Acken and Music Director Floride McKoy.
Estimates are coming in for work we hope will be completed by the
end of the summer. Many thanks for the memorials we have received!
Please keep this project in mind and in your prayers, and come sing
with us!

Ministry Opportunities
As our new Vestry members settle into their
leadership roles, opportunities are made for new
leaders to come into the commission/chairmen
structure. In particular, prayers are offered for a
Pastoral Commission chairperson to come forward.
If your heart is so inclined, contact Lucile Watts
or Meg Shinall. The Pastoral Commission includes
 the Daughters of the King, Loaves and Fishes,
Prayer Chain, Prayer Team, Spiritual Directors,
Spiritual Gifts, Stephen Ministry and Phillip
Ministry. The next commission meeting is in May.

qrqrqrqr
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Church Staff
Clergy:
The Rev. Dr. John Barr III

john@holycomforter.net
The Rev. Hamilton Smith
   hamilton@holycomforter.net
Music Directors:
Floride McKoy
   floride@graingermckoy.com
Chuck Wilson
   chuck@holycomforter.net
Youth Minister:
Timothy Rutherford
   trutherford@flagler.edu
Children’s Ministries:
Lizzie Smith
   hamandlizzie@aol.com
Administrator: Meg Shinall
   meg@holycomforter.net
Secretary: Gini Mills
   gini@holycomforter.net
Financial Secretary:
Gayle Boykin
   gayle@holycomforter.net
Nursery: Annette Conner
Maintenance: Tim Hudson
Sexton: Emma McCain

The Vestry
Harvey Senter, Sr. Warden
   senterprize@sc.rr.com
Lucile Watts, Jr. Warden
   lucile72@yahoo.com
Sid Walton, Treasurer
   sewalton@ftc-i.net
Charles Alessandro (Evangelism)
   calessandro@scottstringfellow.com
Anne Marie Crowe (Christian Ed.)
Jamie Eldridge (Outreach)
   jceldr@aol.com
Tom Greenman (Kanuga)
   tgreenman@sc.rr.com
Mitchell Jacocks (Stewardship)
John White (Evangelism)
   john@bynuminsurance.com
Tom Kuhn (Buildings & Grounds)
   tomkuhn@gte.net
Lucy Grey McIver (Fellowship)
   lucygrey@leeandmoise.com
Bill Stokes (Worship)
   williamhystokes@yahoo.com
Mike Weidner (Christian Ed.)
   mikeweidner@sc.rr.com

Church of the Holy Comforter
218 N Main Street–P. O. Box 338

Sumter, SC 29151
(803) 733-3823

www.holycomforter.net

Healing Mission:
Stress in Our Lives

A Teaching by the Rev. Rick Belser
of St. Michael’s Church, Charleston.

Are you stressed?
Do you sometimes wonder how your
plate became so full or when you will
feel anything more than exhausted?

In Psalm 23, David reminds us that the
Lord makes us lie down in green

pastures from time to time so that He
can restore our souls. If the very idea

of this stirs your heart or releases
tension, then come listen to the Rev.

Belser speak and be blessed.

April 22, 8:30 and 11 am Services,
and 10 am Sunday School.

April 22 and 23, 7 pm.

Child Care Available Up to Fifth Grade.


