
Where the power and love

 changes lives...

Episcopal Church of the Holy Comforter, Sumter SC

of Jesus Christ

Sunday
Summer Schedule
Continues until 8-12-07:

8:30 Coffee and
Donuts Upstairs

9:00 Adult Sunday
School

10:00 am Holy
Eucharist

Thursday:
10 am Healing

Service

Office Hours: 9-5,
Monday-Friday

 creating disciples
who make disciples.

Dear Friends in Christ,
    A friend shared a story with me about Episcopalians and the Word of God. 
This is somewhat a myth as we have three scripture lessons every Sunday in
every one of our services, but some of it rings true for those of us who grew
up in the Episcopal church. We are sure of the liturgical seasons, the proper
colors and the meaning of each, but do we learn the Word of God?
   The story from my friend goes like this:  She and her family were
Episcopalians.  On her street there were two other families with boys around
the age of her son.  One family went to the Baptist church and the other family
did not have a church home. Her son and the son of the Baptist family often
invited the unchurched young boy to attend church with them.  One Saturday
afternoon the young boy was visiting her home and seemed upset.  Her son
asked him what was wrong.  He responded that he had been asked to go to
church with the Baptist family the next day, but he had lost his Bible and
could not go to the Baptist church without one.  Her son responded, “Oh, you
can go with me, you don’t have to have a Bible at my church.” 
   This story has some humor, some myth and some truth.  That is one of the
reasons that we are so excited to begin a Bible study this fall that will include
every part of our ministries.  Our clergy, John and Hamilton, have prepared
liturgy for each week that will be taken from the scripture that will have been
studied during the week by adults, youth and children.  We will be immersed
in the Word of God in church, Sunday school, small groups, and at home with
our families.  We can learn and grow together in His word which He said in
Psalm 119 is the “lamp to our feet and the light to our path.”
   I’m looking forward to our walking this path together.
 
By His grace,
Lucile Watts, Junior Warden

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.
Psalm 119:105
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Your Prayers Are Invited for... Gifts and Memorials
To the Glory of God and in Memory of:
Emily Fishburne (mother of Elaine Broadwell)

Jay and Susan Cox
Katherine Frasier (mother of Julian Frasier)

Don and Linda Fraley
Corinna Kolb (daughter of Liz Kolb)

Liz Kolb (Choir Room)
Butch Kolb (husband of Liz Kolb)

Liz Kolb (Library)
Peter Stover

Robert & Yvonne Cataneo
 (Recovering Sight)

Parishioners
Ann and John Bahny
Amy Anderson
Lillian High
Murdoch Walker
Marianne Palmer
Sarah Dawson
Jan Taylor
Julie Dwight
Betty McLeod
James Barnhill
Donna West-Barnhill
Barbara Cerra
Margaret McLeod
Betty Penney
Carol Lawrence
Rosa and Ramon
   Schwartz
Bob Dobson
Peggy Kirk
Heidi Burkett
Marvin Byerly
Johnny Simmons

Military
Chan Floyd
Jeremy McAbee
Beth Graboritz
and their families.
Family and Friends
Chuck Edwards
Mike Brasington
Martha Horne
Edward Monroe
Kaitlyn Greene
Al Dantzler
Len Norman
Nancy Hudson
Robbie Johnson
John Jones
Jane Martin
Pearl Wallace
Eleanor Shiner
Geraldine Hosack
Craig Watkins
Mary McLean
Warren Landstrom

James Skardon
Jack Noyes
Wil Harper
Janet Hanger
Connor Holmes
Jane Collins
Mary K Thompson
Tillie Kuhn
Steve Patterson
Greg Edwards
Georgia Acken
ECW Prayer
Partners
God’s Littlest Lambs,
Honduras
Sav R Kids Children’s
Home, Guyana, South
America
St. John’s Episcopal
Mission,
Charleston SC

Financial Report
Jun     Jan 1–Jun 30, 2007

Actual Budget
Operating Revenue Rcv’d $39,029 $301,559 $303,365
Less Operating Expenses 48,465 310,762 299,155
Less Debt Service 1,936 11,659 11,700
Excess Revenue/(Expenses) (11,372) (20,862) (7,490)

Stewardship Campaign for 2007
   Budgeted Pledges and offerings through 6-30-07 $303,365
   Actual Pledges and Offerings through 6-30-07 297,883
   Ahead/(Behind) (5,482)

Parish Life Fund
Current Balance Due $959,934
Pledged 299,060
Assets 141,324
Outstanding (519,550)John and Ann Bahny celebrate

their 63rd Anniversary with friends.

Born: Austin Lucas McLaurin and Bentham Edmunds McLaurin (6-23-07),
sons of Hugh and Leigh McLaurin, grandsons of Ben and Tempe Edmunds
and Hugh and Virginia Anne McLaurin
Transfers: Sunny Walker (Church of the Cross, Bluffton, SC)
Married: Courtney McLeod and Brian Barnes (7-28-07)
Deceased: Julia Reid Burchstead (mother of Harry Burchstead), Emily Elaine
Hasell Fishburne (mother of Elaine Broadwell), Amy Rigg (daughter of Sue
Rigg)

A Seasonal Reminder
   As summer begins and the members of many
parish households take vacations, please
remember that the ministries of Holy Comforter
continue week after week. Worship is offered;
classes for adults and children continue; nurseries
are staffed; pastoral care is provided; outreach
ministries touch lives; fall plans are projected;
newsletters are printed and mailed. And of course,
the members of the parish staff who coordinate
these efforts are compensated and the utility bills
are paid. All of this is by way of reminding faithful
parishioners to keep their pledges current during
the summer months. Quarterly statements were
recently mailed. Contact Gayle if you have any
questions at 773-3823.
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youth  news -  camping t r ip

Summer Cleaning
by Edward Hays, A Pilgrim’s Almanac
   Simplicity is a magnetic word that holds great
charm. Most of us would like to live more simply,
especially when we look at our closets, attics, storage
buildings and garages. How
easy it is to collect all kinds of
things that we never use. They
can fill our closet and storage
spaces to overflowing. J.K.
Jerome said, “Let your boat of
life be light, packed only with
what you need–a homey home and simple pleasures,
one or two friends worth the name, someone to love
and someone to love you.” When we lack such a
simple list of good things, how prone we are to begin
to collect stuff and fill our attics and basements with
unused possessions.
   To come to the point of possessing “only what you

need” is never an easy task; we need changes of
clothing for each season, a place to live, food and the
other necessities of life. But besides these material
requirements we need good friends and someone to
love and someone to love us. When we lack these

latter essentials, our lives often
cease to be simple, causing us to
fill our attics instead of our
hearts. Empty spirits usually lead
to full closets.
   If our “boat of life” is to ride
higher on the water, we must

make sure that is is buoyed by the “essentials” of life.
When we have good friends to love and to love us,
how much easier it is to find delight in poverty of
spirit, in the simplicity of Jesus. In fact, once we
attend to the true blessings of life, getting rid of non-
essentials can enhance our happiness. We are familiar
with spring cleaning, but maybe a good summer

cont. on page 6
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   VBS was a huge success this year! We ministered to 80
children, many of whom were visitors to our church.
WAH-HOO!
   Thanks to those who reached out and invited friends
and family members from beyond our
church family!
   Please see the enclosed insert regarding volunteer
opportunities for children’s ministries for this fall.
   Sunday School for adults and children ages 3 and above

will resume on September 9th. The nursery will be
available.
   Thank you so much for the wonderful Baby Basic’s
Shower.  My family feels so blessed to be a part of Holy
Comforter.  We have been enjoying all of the bath wash,
diapers, wipes, and other wonderful gifts.  Thank you
again!

–Anna Elmore

children’s ministries
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Thanks to all of our
VBS Volunteers!
Technical
Director/Showtime
Drama Leader:
Timothy Rutherford
Prairie Dog Preschool:
Anna Elmore
Anne Marie Crowe
Sylvia Holliday
Amie Rutherford
Russ Elmore
Rebecca Moseley
Kunico Casey
Registration/Greeters/
Parking:
Pam Reading
Ellen Wham
Rosemary Drakeford
Stephanie Towery
Emily Ward
Burgess Alessandro
Station
Leaders/Assistants/
Games:
Father Charlie Walton
Sunny Walker
Neyle Noyes
Emily Edens
Rebecca Moseley

Chadder’s Wild West
Theater:
Carol Lawrence
Rose Marie Oakes
Charlotte Reinhardt
Cowpoke Crafts:
Becky Noyes
Kimberly Simmons
Charles Noyes
Chuck Wagon Chow:
Anne Walton
Elaine Moseley
Rosemary Drakeford
Gini Mills
Wild Bible Adventures:
Christen Weidner
Michael Lawrence
Crew Leaders/Assistants:
Megan Grimm
Thomas Lawrence
Jessi Cook
Alyssa Geddings
Lizzie Wham
Charley White
Dillon Ellis
Mike Weidner
Jennifer Wham
Caroline Monroe
Lindsey Monroe
Travis Ingram

Charles Noyes
Hayley Briggs
John David Simmons
Skits:
Nancy Reading
Michael Lawrence
Music:
Sarah Justice
Mark Moseley
Will Anderson
Dillon Ellis
Jennifer Wham
Rebecca Moseley
Father Hamilton Smith
Special guest stars:
Chuck Wilson
Floride McCoy
Father John Barr
Decorations:
Tom Greenman
Amie Rutherford
Sarah Justice
Kuniko Casey
Rachael Morrison
Anna Elmore
Sunny Walker
Ellen Wham
Lizzie Wham
Rebecca Moseley
Courtney Williams

Harvey Senter
Pam Reading
Jim Reading
And… last, but definitely
not least…
OUR AMAZING,
SPECTACULAR YOUTH
GROUP (led by Timothy
Rutherford)
Special Thanks to:
Our nursery staff for VBS, Liz
Law and Shaketia Sinkler
Emma–who keeps us clean!
Tim–the muscles!
Meg–who can do–and
does–anything and
everything!
Gayle–the $ lady!
Floride–for the music advice!
Chuck–for allowing us to
embarrass you!
Gini–the details queen and
most humble servant!
Father Ham–for your energy!
and Father John–for the
encouragement, prayers, and
support!

Waa-hoo!
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Gear Up for Learning
United Ministries needs your help to brighten
a child’s outlook on learning! Please donate
school supplies to help many of our community
children in need. Supplies can be brought to
Holy Comforter or to United Ministries (36
Artillery Dr.). All items must be NEW.
The goal this year is to distribute 1600 packs.
United Ministries also needs volunteers (youth
groups, ladies’ or men’s groups) to sort and box
up these supplies during the next few weeks.
Please contact Ginger Martin Geddngs (469-
8857 or 938-2798).
Please help by donating some of the
suggested items:
Crayons             
Pencils      
Primary Writing
Tablets
Blunt scissors
Markers    
Rulers
Erasers
Glue sticks   
Loose leaf paper
Ink pens          

Hi-liters      
3-ring binders
Protractors    
Book Bags    
Spiral notebooks
Book covers   
Pocket folders

Youth Shepherds
Needed!

Middle (rising 6th
graders & above) and
high school students

are invited to
volunteer with

Children’s Church this
fall.

Youth guitarists and
singers are welcomed!

August Training
Meeting…to be

announced.
Applications are
available in the

Narthex.

Reduce Stress and Improve Health
Dr. Richard Bimler

I encourage you to try out some of these hints and ideas to
reduce your stress levels.
• Walk the talk—literally! The best exercise is to walk with
the Lord. People who walked an extra 4,000-5,000 steps each
day lowered their blood pressure by an average of 11 points.
Get a pedometer to help you count your daily steps.
• Play hard! Any regular vigorous physical activity reduces
your risk of cardiovascular disease, even if for only 10-15
minutes a day. Keep that heart beating!
• Choose dark chocolate! (I like this one!) Cocoa contains
flavonoids that thin the blood and keep it from clotting. Dove
dark chocolate bars retain as many flavonoids as possible.
Wow, go for it!
• Eat oatmeal cookies! (Another one I like!) In a Connecticut
study, people with high cholesterol who ate oat-bran cookies
daily for 8 weeks dropped their levels of LDL cholesterol by
more than 20%. And they're yummy too!
• Forgive people...starting with yourself! Let those guilt feelings
go...you are forgiven in Christ! Pray for forgiveness from
someone whom you have wronged. And then go to that person
and ask for forgiveness. Life is "for giving"!
• Smile and laugh a lot! Let people continue to wonder why
you're so happy! And then tell them. Researchers at Harvard
studied 1,300 people for 10 years. They found that those who
had the most positive attitudes at the beginning were half as
likely to have experienced heart problems as those with more
negative attitudes. And they sure were more fun to be around!

These are only six of the 18 tips included in the original article in The Inside Track, the monthly e-
newsletter for Church Volunteer Central members. Members can see the entire article in the December
2004 issue in our online archives.

Copyright © 2007 Group Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved.

cleaning might be an occasion to enrich the soul. Open your closets and go
down into the basement. As you do, keep in mind the words of Gandhi that
if people possess something they do not use, they become thieves. For the
poor have need of such possessions, and keeping them “in storage” robs
the poor of their rightful possession of goods.
   Your “boat of life” will ride higher in the water and so catch the breeze
of the blessed when you live with only what you need. And dresses, coats,
shirts, shoes, pots and pans which find their happiness only in being used
will sing a special
song of joy as you
open the closet-
prison of their
captivity and let
them find new
homes. But
remember that if you attempt to find simplicity this summer and do not
have a homey home with simple pleasures and the opportunity to love and
be loved, by spring your empty closets may once again be full.

Cont. from page 3
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   Holly-Day Outreach Fair!

November 10th, 10 am to 3 pm.
Friendship Fridays are from 10 am

to 1 pm in the Parish Hall. Come
lend a hand, share ideas, let many

hands make light work.

August 10, 17, 31.

FRIENDSHIP FRIDAYS
Come and join the fun.
We’re meeting 10 ‘til 1.

If you wish, bring a lunch.
We’re a very casual bunch.

Any old clothes will do
To paint, cut,

Stuff and glue.
Come for one hour,

Come for three,
Come just for the company;

But if you wish,
Help us prepare

For our wonderful,
Stupendous Holly-Day Fair!

Dear Members of Holy
Comforter, I’m having a really
great time so far in Australia.
Sydney is a really pretty city
and I never want to leave.
Thank you so much to all
those who contributed money
and gave me the great
opportunity to experience this.

Jennifer Wham

Dear Church Family,
   God has shown us the true meaning of
church family through the love that was
poured out to us after my  surgery  and
during my recovery.  The food, cards,
visits, and prayers were simply
overwhelming and so appreciated.  You
helped carry the load during our difficult
time.  We are so blessed to have each of
you in our lives.  We thank God for Holy
Comforter and our family there.
In Christ,
Christen Weidner

Small Groups:  Returning to a home near you! 
 
   After a relaxing break for the summer, small groups will begin to meet
again Wednesday, September 12, 2007, for the fall season.  We launched
a parish-wide small group program last spring, and it was a great success! 
Here are some of the things people are saying about small groups:

“I enjoyed the study among friends, where no questions or comments were
rejected.  I feel that we grew together spiritually and in friendship.  We
formed a bond that was awesome.”  Becky Lee
 
“I really enjoyed my small group.  I loved the fellowship with other members
and the encouragement I received from them.  I didn’t ever worry about
asking a question or making a comment that would be judged.  Also, I
learned a lot from the Bible study program we used.” Janet Caldwell
 
“I loved all parts of my small group time, especially the discussions about
the Bible and building new and deeper relationships with the other people
in my group.”  Bill Stokes.
 
“My wife Anna and I joined Holy Comforter last year.  Our small group
was a great way for us to make new friends and get plugged into the
Church.  We can’t wait for it to start up in the fall!”  Russ Elmore.

Come and see what all the excitement is about!  Come and experience the
type of community God intends for us.  If you would like to join a small
group, please contact Hamilton at 773-3823 or email him at
Hamilton@holycomforter.net.
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Church Staff
Clergy:
The Rev. Dr. John Barr III

john@holycomforter.net
The Rev. Hamilton Smith
hamilton@holycomforter.net
Music Directors:
Floride McKoy
floride@graingermckoy.com
Chuck Wilson
   chuck@holycomforter.net
Youth Minister:
Timothy Rutherford
   trutherford@flagler.edu

Children’s Ministries:
Lizzie Smith
   hamandlizzie@aol.com
Anna Elmore
   elmorea03@yahoo.com
Administrator: Meg Shinall
   meg@holycomforter.net
Secretary: Gini Mills
   gini@holycomforter.net
Financial Secretary:
Gayle Boykin
   gayle@holycomforter.net
Nursery: Annette Conner
Maintenance: Tim Hudson

Sexton: Emma McCain
The Vestry
Harvey Senter, Sr. Warden
   senterprize@sc.rr.com
Lucile Watts, Jr. Warden
   lucile72@yahoo.com
Sid Walton, Treasurer
   sewalton@ftc-i.net
Charles Alessandro
(Evangelism)
calessandro@scottstringfellow.com
Anne Marie Crowe (Christian Ed.)
Jamie Eldridge (Outreach)
   jceldr@aol.com

Tom Greenman (Kanuga)
   tgreenman@sc.rr.com
Mitchell Jacocks (Stewardship)
John White (Evangelism)
john@bynuminsurance.com
Tom Kuhn (Buildings & Grounds)

   tomkuhn@gte.net
Lucy Grey McIver (Fellowship)

   lucygrey@leeandmoise.com
Bill Stokes (Worship)
williamhystokes@yahoo.com
Mike Weidner (Christian Ed.)
   mikeweidner@sc.rr.com

Church of the Holy Comforter
213 N Main Street–P. O. Box 338

Sumter, SC 29151
(803) 773-3823

www.holycomforter.net

Our heartfelt thanks to Readings' Direct Mail Services

100 Readings
Through the World’s
Most Important Book

   The Essential Bible Guide takes you
through the Old and New Testaments in 100
carefully selected readings—The Essential
100—so you’ll see how all the major Bible themes fit together.
Ideal for individuals or groups.
Take the challenge! Get a Bible that speaks your language,
sign up and get the book after church on August 12, 19 or
26, and be ready to start with your first reading on Sept 2.


