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Holiday Schedule
Dec. 24: 5 pm Pageant
10 pm Rite II Service

Dec. 25:
10:30 am Rite II Service

Dec. 30:
Lessons and Carols

10:30 am
Offices Closed:

12-24, 12-25,
12-26

12-31, 1-1

Chris Seitz:
“The God Who

Keeps His
Promises”

Dec. 9: Sunday Sermons,
Sunday School

Dec. 10:
7:30-8:30

Breakfast Teaching
(RSVP to 773-3823)

Sunday
Schedule

8:30 Rite I Service
9:00 Breakfast

10:00 Sunday School
11:00 Rite II Service

Thursday:
10 am Healing Service (Chapel)

 creating disciples
who make disciples.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in the Lord:
   Many of you have told me there has been a new
explosion of the reality of God as each day you
have been gripped by the Scriptures. It is, after
all, the Word of God we come before, living and
active, sharper than any two-edged sword.  What
a difference the Essential 100 Challenge has
made in the solitary mornings of many of our
lives and in the fellowship of worship on Sunday
mornings. I sense—over the past months—a new
intensity of the love of God, a spontaneous
interest in “making a difference,” in mission
work, witnessing, serving.
   And what is the source of all this?  It is always
the same. Jesus Christ born for us, tracking us
down, ripping through all our rebellion, self-
absorption and diversions—being born for us
that he might bring us truth and grace.  In Jesus
we discover what we have always wanted:  the
power to become sons and daughters of God. He
became the son of man that we might become
sons of God (Lewis).
   Here he comes again.  And to that end, here
are two things to lead you into Christ’s expanding
light:
   i)  Following is a list of Advent Scripture
readings.  We will finish the course of our Old
Testament readings in the Essential 100
Challenge by the end of November. At the first
of December we will begin Advent, that four-
week season of preparation for the birth. These

four weeks we will return to our traditional
Advent themes and worship and readings; then
we will begin the New Testament together in
January. For now, let’s keep on with the daily
engagement in the Word, being “immersed in
Scripture” as our Vision for the parish says it.  
Pray. Read. Reflect.
   ii)  What could be better to cap off our Old
Testament walk than to have the Rev. Dr.
Christopher Seitz join with us the weekend of
December 9 to preach and teach? His theme is
The God Who Keeps His Promises.  Chris is
Professor of Old Testament at Wycliffe College,
Toronto, the largest Anglican Evangelical
Seminary in North America.  In addition to his
preaching, at Adult Christian Education Chris
will teach the book of Jonah. On Monday morning
in the Parish Hall, he will open us to the Word
in the book of Ruth.  The time will be 7:30-8:30;
and we will have breakfast as we study. Bring
your Bible to both classes.  And please let the
office know (RSVP by Dec. 6) if you will attend
the Monday breakfast. 
   The Father’s glory awaits us in the face of a
child.  To see him is to view the majesty of the
heart of God himself!  Don’t miss kneeling at his
feet. 
 
Love in Jesus,

John

2007 Advent Readings
December: 
3     Isaiah 9: 2-7
4      Romans 13:8-14
5      Daniel 2: 44-45
6 Malachi 4:1-6
7 I Thessalonians 5:12-28
8 Romans 12: 9-21

9 Ephesians 5:12-21
10 Jeremiah 31:31-34
11 James 4:1-10
12 Ezekiel 34: 11-16
13 James 1: 19-27
14 James 5:7-12
15 Ezekiel 36:22-32
16 Hebrews 4:12-16

17 Titus 3:1-11
18 Zephaniah 3:14-20
19 Colossians 3:12-17
20 Luke 1: 26-38
21 Romans 5:1-8
22 Titus 2: 11-14
23 Psalm 126
24 John 1:1-18



Baptised: Wilson Hughes Warrick and Michael Cooper Warrick, sons of Todd & Pressley
Warrick (11-18-2007)
Deceased: Barbara Bruce (Bill Morrison’s mother)

Marjorie McGraw (Meg Shinall’s aunt)
Eleanor Shiner (mother of Sandy Erario)

Transfers: Linda Carole Anderson Sorrenti to Prince George Episcopal Church
(Georgetown, SC)
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Your Prayers Are Invited for... Gifts and Memorials
To the Glory of God and in Memory of:
Barbara Bruce (mother of Bill Morrison)

Steve and Ginny Corley
Ellen Robinson Bruner

G. Evans & Linda Bruner
Bishop Gadsden Chapter (Recovering Sight Ministry)
Mrs. Robert S. Hedstrom (Children’s & Youth Ministries)
Mrs. William L. Kennedy
Ralph and Virginia Lee

Lucie Ann Eldridge (mother of Jamie Eldridge)
Reid Beebe
Emily Sanders (Recovering Sight Ministry)
Daly and Emily Ward (Recovering Sight Ministry)
Bill and Ruth Stokes

Emily Elaine Hasell Fishburne (mother of Elaine Broadwell)
Reid Beebe
Virginia F. Gordon

Pope Ramsay (brother of Laura Barr)
Rex and Louise Deaton
Bill and Ruth Stokes

Liva Sims (aunt of Laura Barr)
Rex and Louise Deaton

Parishioners
Ann and John Bahny
Lillian High
Murdoch Walker
Marianne Palmer
Sarah Dawson
Jan Taylor
Julie Dwight
Betty McLeod
James Barnhill
Donna West-Barnhill
Barbara Cerra
Betty Penney
Rosa and Ramon
Schwartz
Bob Dobson
Marvin Byerly
Robert Palmer
Donna Weldon
Betty Kennedy
Jake Weidner
Rick Norred
Grainger McKoy
Military
Chan Floyd
Jeremy McAbee

Beth Graboritz
and their families
Family and Friends
Tim Moseley
Lewis Justice
Chuck Edwards
Mike Brasington
Martha Horne
Edward Monroe
Kaitlyn Greene
Robbie Johnson
Jane Martin
Geraldine Hosack
Craig Watkins
Janet Hanger
Jane Collins
Steve Patterson
Greg Edwards
Gena Boyle Reed
Doris Perry
Joe Hall
Margaret Hodges
Jean Foster Anthony
Kate & Ed Barnett
George and Maury
Moody

Shane Caldwell
Helen Knepp
Nancy & Tom Serpa
Joe Hall
ECW Prayer Partners
• Hispanic Outreach of
Holy Cross Faith
Memorial
• Sav R Kids Children’s
Home, Guyana, South
America
• St. John’s Episcopal
Mission, Charleston SC
• York Place Children’s
Home
• Coastal Crisis
Chaplaincy

Financial Report
Oct     Jan 1–Oct 31, 2007

Actual Budget
Operating Revenue Rec’d $49,442 $510,655 $521,789
Less Operating Expenses 39,854 495,171 494,259
Less Debt Service 1,912 19,355 19,500
Excess Revenue/(Expenses) 7,676 (3,871) 8,030

Stewardship Campaign for 2007
   Budgeted pledges and offerings through 10-31-07 $521,789
   Actual pledges and offerings through 10-31-07 510,655
   Ahead/(behind) (11,134)

Parish Life Fund
Total Liabilities $956,449
Pledged 291,515
Total Assets 134,094
Outstanding (530,840)

     The purpose of the prayer lists used at Holy Comforter is to strengthen our
church family through intercessory prayer and to provide prayer support for
those in need.
Sunday's Prayers of the People are intended for urgent needs for parishioners'
friends or family members as opposed to long-term prayer requests. Long-
term prayer needs are honored at our Thursday morning healing service. The
newsletter list represents a master list of all of our parishioners' concerns and
it is hoped that it serves to inspire our prayers throughout the month.
   The prayer chain is for urgent needs of short-term duration and the prayer
team is available during and after Sunday services to address those very intimate
needs when person-to-person prayer is desired.
   When you have a prayer request for the Sunday services or the Thursday
healing service, please contact the office by phone, letter or email. The prayer
chain can be activated directly by calling Sara Louise (Slats) Manning at 775-
3274 or Betsy Acken at 773-2110.
   Prayer requests sent to the office will be placed on the layreaders list or the
healing service list, whichever seems most appropriate, and will remain there
for one month. Please renew your request as needed.

Prayer List Guidelines:

Arthur Wilder and John Martin make way for
the new Josephine Wilder piano by moving the

Baldwin up to the teaching center.
 Rock on, Golden Bunch!
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A Church for Others,
where our instincts are shifting from

“for me” to “through me”;
from a “user culture” to a people

with mission at our heart:
We are committed to becoming articulate

witnesses to the gospel hope within us,
learning how to invite those into our life

who do not know Christ
or have a church home–

effectively assimilating them into our parish;
equipping each member of the parish for specific

ministry and service for others;
offering mission opportunities beyond ourselves.

A Church
Immersed in Scripture,

offering opportunities to grow in biblical
knowledge such that, as Christ intersects us in

his Word, we will enjoy a deepened intimacy with
God, know eternal life and begin to think,

love, and serve within a biblical framework.

A Church of Small Groups,
where growth as disciples within the support
 of a small group is normative, not optional;

such that the disciplines of prayer, scripture study,
encouragement and service are nurtured
within the fold of committed friendships.

A Church which Strengthens
and Serves Young Adults–

families and singles; providing the resources and
support for building strong Christian families,

and a vital children’s and youth ministry.

A Church
of Expectant Hopefulness.

In the midst of this world’s discouragements
 and tragedies, the gospel proclaims a great

reversal: “...but God raised Jesus fom the dead”;
 we commit to live as hopeful witnesses

to the final defeat of evil,
to being a community which fights

not for a victory, but from a victory.

Our Vision: We see Holy Comforter committed to becoming:

December 2007

The Perfect
Christmas

   Inside this issue of In the Spirit,
you will find a copy of this year’s
LAMB catalog. As our newly
adopted mission focus, the
LAMB Institute is a deserving
recipient of our grateful hearts
this season. How many people
on your Christmas list already
have everything they need?
Wouldn’t you love to say “I’m
giving you a whole day of lunches
for all of the school children” or
“I’m giving you a teacher’s salary
for one whole week!”  The LAMB
Institute will send a lovely gift
card to the recipient about the
special gift you are giving in their
honor.
Visit www.lambinsitute.org for
even more choices and share the
blessings of this season.

Coming in February!
   We can hear first-hand from the
director of the LAMB Institute, Suzy
McColl, how our Christmas gifts
make a difference in this vital
ministry. She will visit us on Feb. 3
and speak to us during the Sunday
School hour. Don’t miss it!

Available at the church office
for just $9.95.

Medium, Large and Extra Large.
Don’t wait, they are going fast!
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children’s ministries
Operation Christmas Child
  Thank you for all donations to
Operation Christmas Child.  Please
continue to pray for the children who
will receive them!
 
Advent Wreath-Making
Workshop
There will be NO Sunday School
classes on December 2nd.  We will
be making Advent wreaths in the
Parish Hall from 9:30-10:50.  Each
wreath will cost $8.  Please come
join us and make a wonderful wreath
to take home to celebrate the season
of Advent!
 
Sunday School
We will be having Sunday school on
December 9th and 16th as usual. 
There will be NO SUNDAY SCHOOL
from Dec. 23rd until January 20th. 
We will continue Rotation Sunday

school beginning on January
27th. 
 
Pageant Practice
This month we will begin planning
and practicing for the Christmas
Pageant.  The annual Christmas
Pageant will be held on Christmas
Eve at 5 pm.  Please sign up your
child(ren) in the church office or
by filling out the bulletin insert. 
Children from 3k-fifth grade are
welcome to participate in the big
night.  Mandatory practices are being
held December 21st from 3 to 5 pm
(speaking parts only) and December
23rd(all participants) from 3 to 5
pm, followed by a pizza party for
Jesus!  If you are interested in
helping with the pageant please call
me (773-3823) or email me at 
(elmorea03@yahoo.com).  

Kanuga Parish Retreat-
We will need four sets of volunteers
for the weekend at Kanuga.  Please
let me know if you are interested in
serving any of the following groups:
Nursery, preschool, kindergarten
through second grade, and third
grade through fifth grade.  Our
parish’s Kanuga Retreat is January
18-20. 
 

In the Spotlight…
   Lizzie Smith has been a member of Holy
Comforter since July 2006 .  She worked
as the interim director of Children’s
Ministry during some of her time here. 
Lizzie has surely been a blessing to Holy
Comforter.  I have asked Lizzie to share

some information about herself.
      Lizzie volunteers with the children because she loves
to teach.  She also loves the wonderful children at our
church.  She has several different hobbies.  She loves to
cook and work in the yard.  I asked her if there was
something that not everyone at this church knows about
her, and she said that when she lived in Charleston, she
drove a rickshaw (bicycle taxi).  Thank you, Lizzie, for
all that you do!     

We hope these precious
children have a wonderful

birthday!!
Patrick Jackson– Dec. 3

Evelyn Anderson– Dec. 15
Parker McLeod– Dec. 19

Bo Norred– Dec. 24
Cantey Jacocks –Dec. 25
Charlotte Smith– Dec. 31



/Page 5December 2007



Page 6/December 2007

Holy Comforter’s History
and God’s Big Picture
   December 21, 2007, will mark the 150th
Anniversary of Holy Comforter’s official
establishment as a parish church.  We
are blessed to mark this occasion with
the publishing of a book about our
Church’s history.  As I was reading
through it, it began to strike me that a
history of a church is different from the
history of any other organization. It is
the continuation of the story and not just
an account of events past.  Let me explain.
   Our history book is really “Chapter 29”
of the Book of Acts.  In the New
Testament, the Book of the Acts of the
Apostles (as it is officially known) ends
with Chapter 28, but the story continues
to this day.  It is a story of Christ’s church
and how it carries out our Jesus-given
mission to “make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father
and the Son and the Holy Spirit” (Matt.
28.16-20) and to be Jesus’ “witnesses in
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria,
and to the end of the earth” (Acts 1.8).

In Acts, we see how Christ’s disciples
spread the word of God from a small
community of followers in Jerusalem to
the ends of the Roman Empire.  But the
church didn’t stop there.
   History tells us that the church spread
all over Europe, Africa, India, and the
Middle East.  It then traveled with the
First European settlers to North and
South America.
   Christianity came to South Carolina
first with the Spanish and then with the
English in 1670.  As the English settlers
moved away from the coast into the “back
country,” they found they needed to
continue the mission Jesus gave them.
   Churches were established in Stateburg,
Bradford Springs, and in the southern
part of the area (St. Mark’s).  As the
population of what became Sumterville
grew, those who were affiliated with the
Anglican Church found they needed a
church, and Holy Comforter was first
organized in May 1857.  Within two short
years, Holy Comforter was a thriving
parish complete with their own church
building.

   What is striking when you read Holy
Comforter’s early history is that our
church’s founders never lost sight of
Jesus’ mission for them. They never
forgot their church’s purpose:  to make
disciples.  On January 25, 1858, only one
month after Holy Comforter was officially
established, one adult was baptized and
four people were confirmed. In the
following years, many other baptisms
and confirmations occurred.  They knew
they were there to “create disciples who
make disciples.”  There was no confusion
over why they existed.
   Unlike the history of a bank or social
club, Holy Comforter’s history is not just
an isolated account of 150 years of an
individual institution.  It is the
continuation of a greater story, of God’s
Big Picture for the entire world.  Like the
early church in Acts or the missionaries
that landed in the New World, Holy
Comforter continues the mission Jesus
commanded.  We continue to preach the
Good News of salvation in Jesus Christ
and to baptize people in his name.  Our
history is not a story of bricks and mortar

Continued on page 7.

   Registration Kick-Off begins on Sunday,
December 2nd!
   One of the most spiritually rewarding
events in our parish life together is the
annual Parish Family Weekend (January
18–20) at Kanuga in Hendersonville,
N.C.  This traditionally is scheduled
during the week-end prior to the Martin
Luther King holiday, allowing an extra
day of rest.
The Reverend Rick Belser (retired priest
from St. Michael’s, Charleston), has
happily agreed to serve as our guest
speaker.  Rick has been our guest several
times at Holy Comforter and we welcome
him back.
   If you have never attended, then this
is the year to start.  Kanuga has rustic
cabins with fireplaces (with a stash of
pre-cut wood), a modern lodge, great
food, lake and mountain views, a
beautiful chapel, trails everywhere, crisp
air, and sometimes snow.  Children, as
well as adults, come away feeling

refreshed.  Start a family tradition by
venturing to Kanuga!  Start planning now
to attend.
   As always, there are scholarships
available; just speak to Rev. John Barr.

Parish Family Weekend

Tom Greenman handles check-in
at Kanuga.

Scenes
from our

Holly-Day
Outreach

Fair
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Recovering Sight
   I have not been very good about
keeping the parishioners apprised of
what is going on with the ministry.
It seemed that I was almost
continually repeating the same
message. So, what is new with the
Recovering Sight Ministry?
   First, you and others have been
continually supporting us with
prayers and finances. We have always
had what we needed at the proper
moment. That being the case, at the
end of May 2007, we have trained a
total of 18 blind individuals how to
use a computer. That is staggering,
given the fact that we began this
ministry in February of 2004.
   We recently received a grant, which
had it’s beginning with Nancy Kuhn,
Tom Kuhn’s late wife. Tom is a
committee member of the Recovering
Sight Ministry, and a board member
of the Recovering Sight Foundation. 
   Nancy and the current Safe Federal
Credit Union CEO, Beverly Gagne,
started to work together  at the Safe
Federal Credit Union many years ago.
Tom knew that there was a group of
Credit Unions in North and  South
Carolina that had formed a

foundation to award grants to
organizations that were making a
difference  in the lives of their
citizens. That Foundation is called
the Carolinas Credit Union
Foundation (CCUF).
    Tom suggested that the Recovering
Sight Foundation apply for a grant
of $10,000. He even volunteered to
shepherd all of the necessary
paperwork, which is not my calling.
We applied in March 2007, and by
July 2007 figured we had missed our
chance.
   Then, I received this message in an
email from Beverly Gagne on July
30: “I have wonderful news.  The
grant request for the Recovering Sight
Foundation has been approved by
the Carolinas Credit Union
Foundation Board.  Not only was it
approved, the Director, John Slack
requested and was approved to
increase the amount to $12,000.  I
am delighted that your organization
was awarded this amount to help
people in the Sumter area.  John
Slack will let me know when he can
come down for a publicity event.  If
you have students who will begin
classes soon, please let me or John

know and he will bring a check to
cover the costs for their hardware
and software.  As additional students
begin training, John will issue checks
for them until the $12,000 has been
exhausted.  At the end of a class, John
would like for each student to send
him an email letting him know the
impact that this opportunity has or
will have on their lives.  He will share
these emails with the Board of
Directors of the Foundation at their
next meeting. 
   Again, I am so happy that this grant
has been approved.  Thank you for
allowing us the opportunity to
participate in the great work that you
are doing. God Bless, Beverly A.
Gagne.”
   Needless to say, we were stunned
and gratified. The publicity event did
occur on September 5, 2007. Mr.
Slack came and presented us with the
full amount! I will be submitting
future reports to apprise you of the
students’ progress, and other exciting
events.
In Jesus’ Name, Neil Towery
 

but of the wonderful things the Lord has
done through Holy Comforter.
   To have such a history is a blessing.  It
gives us a deeper understanding of who
we are and why we exist.  In these days
of confusion over the church’s mission,
we can look back and know who we are:
disciples who make disciples.  This has
been our story, not since 1857, but from
33 A.D. when Jesus sent us out to
accomplish our mission.
   Like the Book of Acts, I pray that our
new history book will not only remind
us of our identity but compel us to action.
 I pray that it will act as a compass to
guide us in the future mission of this
church.  I pray that when our
descendants sit down to write “Chapter

30” of Acts, they will have stories of
salvation and baptism, stories of how we
“created disciples who made disciples.”
 As inheritors of the world-wide church’s
history as well as Holy Comforter’s
history, it is now our job to lift high the
cross so all the world will know and love
Jesus as Lord.  Come and join the great
story of God.

Hamilton

HISTORY Continued from page 6.

Stan and Pat
DuBose assist with

the delivery of
Holy Comforter

1857-2007

Be a WILLing Christian. Remember your church.
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Church Staff
Clergy:
The Rev. Dr. John Barr III

john@holycomforter.net
The Rev. Hamilton Smith
hamilton@holycomforter.net
Music Directors:
Floride McKoy
floride@graingermckoy.com
Chuck Wilson
   chuck@holycomforter.net
Youth Minister:
Timothy Rutherford
   othyp121@yahoo.com

Children’s Ministries:
Anna Elmore
   elmorea03@yahoo.com
Administrator: Meg Shinall
   meg@holycomforter.net
Secretary: Gini Mills
   gini@holycomforter.net
Financial Secretary:
Gayle Boykin
   gayle@holycomforter.net
Nursery: Annette Conner
Maintenance: Tim Hudson
Sexton: Emma McCain

The Vestry
Harvey Senter, Sr. Warden
   senterprize@sc.rr.com
Lucile Watts, Jr. Warden
   lucile72@yahoo.com
Sid Walton, Treasurer
   sewalton@ftc-i.net
Charles Alessandro
(Evangelism)
calessandro@scottstringfellow.com
Anne Marie Crowe (Christian Ed.)
annmarie.crowe@thomassumter.org
Jamie Eldridge (Outreach)
   jceldr@aol.com

Tom Greenman (Kanuga)
   tgreenman@sc.rr.com
Mitchell Jacocks (Stewardship)
John White (Evangelism)
john@bynuminsurance.com
Tom Kuhn (Buildings & Grounds)

   tkuhn001@sc.rr.com
Lucy Grey McIver (Fellowship)

   lucygrey@leeandmoise.com
Bill Stokes (Worship)
williamhystokes@yahoo.com
Mike Weidner (Christian Ed.)
   mikeweidner@sc.rr.com

Church of the Holy Comforter
213 N. Main Street–P. O. Box 338

Sumter SC 29151
(803) 773-3823

www.holycomforter.net

Our heartfelt thanks to Jim and Pam of Readings' Direct Mail Services

Plans are underway to decorate Holy Comforter for
the Christmas Season. With your generous memorial
contribution, we will purchase poinsetties, flowers
and greenery to decorate the church. As usual,

recognition of those making a contribution will be
inlcuded in the Christmas bulletins.
Please complete the form in the Sunday bulletin
or call the church office at 773-3823.

Christmas Decorating Memorials
Due by December 14th


