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Mission statements; they’re everywhere! Banks,
doctor’s offices, gas stations, even the Piggly Wiggly
has a mission statement! Often written to provide an
understanding of their purpose, they answer the
questions “who we are” and “why we are here.” They
are an organization’s compass that determines its
direction.

When my family and | were in England, we rode the
city buses to get around town. We would wait at the
bus stop, and as each bus drove up, we would determine
which bus to board by looking at the sign on the front. That sign told us where the bus was
going. A mission statement performs the same job as the sign on the front of the bus. It
states the goal of the journey.

A few years ago, Holy Comforter put forth a mission statement of its own: Where the
power and love of Jesus Christ changes lives. It is a statement of who we are and who we
want to be. Our focus is on Jesus Christ. It is His love and power that changes lives. We
offer a place where we give Him the opportunity to work. He is the center of who we are
and all we do. If you are living a life that you are not happy with, Jesus can transform it
into a life of joy. If you are living a life you feel is complete, Jesus can bring even more
fulfillment. If we are honest with ourselves, all of us feel like our lives are incomplete, but
Jesus tells us that he brings life in all its fullness (John 10.10).

Read the mission statement slowly, paying attention to every word. Think about what
it means. Then, ask yourself the following questions: Has the power and love of Jesus Christ
changed my life? How can | open my heart to the power and love of Jesus Christ today?
What can | do to help someone else’s life be changed by the power and love of Jesus Christ?
Our mission statement is not just a broad statement that floats above the Church. It is the
mission statement for every ministry and individual in Holy Comforter.

So often, mission statements lose their ability to perform their goal-orienting role. Much
thought is put into their creation, they are rolled out by the leadership with great fanfare,
they are written in bronze letters and posted in conspicuous places, but soon they are
forgotten. It is back to business-as-usual. They find a comfortable place in the lobby of the
bank or the top of the letterhead and are generally ignored.

This will not happen to our mission statement. With God’s help, we will keep it at the
forefront of all we do. In every ministry group in
our commissions structure, we will ask ourselves
“how can we offer this effort to the Lord so that
lives can be changed by the power and love of
Jesus Christ?” When people ask you about Holy
Comforter, begin your answer by telling them that
it is a place where the power and love of Jesus
Christ changes lives, and then share how that is
true in your own life. With prayer, worship and
bible study, let’s always keep our focus on Christ
so we know where our “bus” is going!

Your servant in Christ,

Hamilton
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Remember

INn Your Prayers:
Parishioners: Ann and John Bahny,
Emily Fishburne, Lillian High, Murdoch
Walker, Marianne Palmer, Sarah
Dawson, Jan Taylor, Julie Dwight, James
Barnhill, Donna West-Barnhill, Barbara
Cerra, Margaret McLeod, Wendy McLeod
and Parker, Wynni Brooks, Betty Penney
Family and Friends: Chuck Edwards,
Susie Beard, Mike Brasington, John
Gigante, Sandy Howell, Mary
Krumpotich, Edward Monroe, Kaitlyn
Greene, Margaret Fulmer, Al Dantzler,
Charles Holland, Len Norman, Nancy

Hudson, Robbie Johnson, John Jones,
Lewis Justice, Gerry Skardon, Margaret
Kykendoll, Sammy Rhodes, Sr., Arthur
and Susan Walton, Irene Hayes, Jane
Martin, Mary Marvitori, Grace Hibbard,
Frank Ferro, Buddy Lovell, Louise
Kimbrell, Elizabeth Allen

Birth: McKenzie Gray Mills (11-5-06,
Gini Mills’ granddaughter)

Deceased: Maynard Locke (12-6-06,
father of Vivian Sharpe)

Military: Chan Floyd, Ernest Flippin,
Philip Dixon, Bill Rust, Jeremy McAbee,
and their families.

Transferred: Ray and Roz Moran (from

Epiphany, Eutawville)

Bill and Jane Lenhardt, (to St Matthews,
Spartanburg)

Marianne Corbett Marye Traywick (to St
Michaels, Raleigh NC)

ECW Prayer Partners: God’s Littlest
Lambs, Sav R Kids Children’s Home, St.
John’s Episcopal Mission

Memorials:

In Memory Of:

Harold Chandler

(father of Beth Justice)

Julian and Loretta Frasier

Tom and Marion Foster (Recovering Sight
Ministry)

Curley Fraley

(mother of Donald Fraley)

Julian and Loretta Frasier

Evelyn Galloway

Carol and Glenn McCoy (Recovering Sight
Ministry)

Amanda Hall (daughter of Jane Hall)
Julian and Loretta Frasier

Winifred Reutan (mother of Sue McDuffie)
Grainger and Floride McKoy

David and Sylvia Peek (Holy Stitchers)

B. W. O’Cain

Tom and Marian Foster (Memorial Garden)
Eloise Simmons

Tom and Marion Foster (Memorial Garden)
Stevie Stevens (husband of Ellen Stevnes)
Julian and Loretta Frasier

Dr. and Mrs. James R. Ingram

Grainger and Floride McKoy

John and Mary Gene White

Woodrow West (father of Donna West-
Barnhill)

Grainger and Floride McKoy

Josephine Williams Wilder (mother of
Arthur Wilder)

Grainger and Floride McKoy

Tillie McDuffie (mother of Angus McDuffie)

David and Sylvia Peek (Holy Stitchers)
Jimmy McDuffie(father of Angus
McDuffie)

David and Sylvia Peek (Holy Stitchers)
Martha Jacobson (mother of Pat DuBose)
David and Sylvia Peek (Holy Stitchers)
Helen Moorefield (mother of Marie Penn)
David and Sylvia Peek (Holy Stitchers)
Mary Cuttino Snyder (mother of Betsy
Acken)

David and Sylvia Peek (Holy Stitchers)

In Thanksgiving for the Life & Ministry
of John White:
The Golden Bunch (Recovering Sight)

Tithing: Try the Four-Month Challenge

For the first four months of 2007, make the first check you write each month a tithe to Holy

Comforter. After four months, if God hasn’t made it possible for you to live in abundance on the
remaining 90%, drop back to what you were doing before you made your commitment. I'm certain
you won't find it necessary to look back! Discover the joy that comes from trusting God with all your

heart.

A Friend of the Stewardship Team

Parish Life Fund Current Balance Due: $972,080 Please give generously
Pledges Outstanding: 358,511 to support God’s
Remaining Balance: 480,191 kingdom!

ECW Meetings
January 9

Bishop Gadsden Chapter

10 am in the Lounge
Bishop Davis-Thomas
Chapter

3:30 pm in the Lounge
Bishop Carruthers Chapter
meets at Mary Gene White's
house at 208 Mason Croft Dr.
(773-1893) at 7:00 p.m.

Financial Report November Jan. 1-Nov. 30, 2006
Actual Budget
Operating Revenue Received $50,820.00 $549,282.00 $551,578.00
Less: Operating Disbursements 40,042.00 525,898.00 512,520.00
Less: Debt Service 1,964.00 21,701.00 21,450.00
Excess revenue or (disbursements) $8,814.00 $1,683.00 $17,608.00
Stewardship Campaign for 2006
Budgeted Pledges and Offerings for 2006 through 11-30-06 $551,578.00
Pledges and Offerings through 11-30-06 549,282.00
Ahead/(Behind) $(2,296.00)
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children’s ministries

This year we donated 25 shoeboxes to Operation Christmas
Child! The shoeboxes have been shipped overseas to needy children.
Thanks to those of you who made this possible!

Excited about Kanuga!!!!

Lizzie Smith will be leading a team of adult volunteers who will be
working with children at our Parish Weekend at Kanuga this month.
Infants and children from nursery age through Fifth graders will be
involved in fun activities which relate to the weekend'’s overall theme.
We hope that you and your family will join us!

Christmas Pageant Thanks

A HUGE “thank you” to those of you who made our Christmas
Pageant possible! We had nearly 40 children participate and countless
volunteers! Thanks to “Not Our Own” for helping with the music!
Jesus was glorified in our children’s precious account of his birth—the
real meaning of Christmas!

If you’re new to our church... WELCOME!

I’d like to tell you a little about our Nursery and Sunday School
offerings for children. If your child would like to join us in the nursery
or for Sunday school, we would love to have them!

Nursery

Our nursery serves infants through 2-year-olds, and is found in the
Youth Building. Annette Connor brings years of experience as our
nursery supervisor. Babies and toddlers (as well as former babies and
toddlers) all love Miss Annette! She is a blessing to have at Holy
Comforter! We welcome Miss Nmano Neufville and Miss Liz Jackson
to our nursery staff as well. They are working alternating Sundays
along with Ms. Annette. We also have parent volunteers who are vital
to our ministry. If you have any questions about our nursery or if you
would like to be put on our rota, please stop by and see us! Please
feel free to stay in the nursery with your child to give it a try if you'd
like to!

The nursery is open from 10am (during the Sunday School hour)
and continues during the 11 o’clock service. Many parents pick their
children up from the nursery at Communion time, but children are
welcome to stay for the entire service.

Preschoolers

Our preschoolers (ages 3K to 4K) are offered Sunday School from

10am to 10:45 am in the Youth Building. Our adult programs run at

Spiritual Gifts
Workshop:

“Very well organized—prayerfully so!”
“One of the best ways | have seen for
teaching the body of Christ to
BE the body of Christ.”

“A great way to stimulate thinking and
open up new possibilities.”

“A blessing to understand more about

how we can glorify God!”
Comments from the November workshop
participants. Don’t miss the next one!

the same time. Our preschool Sunday School children are working
through a Karen Henley curriculum. They enjoy learning about the
Lord while developing listening skills, following directions, taking
turns, sharing, singing, and making craft projects to go along with
lesson themes. We are so blessed to have Mrs. Mary Gene White and
Mrs. Lynn MacEwen teaching our preschoolers. The children adore
them!

Rotation Sunday School

K5 and First-graders are grouped together for one Rotation Sunday
School class. Second-through-Fifth graders are grouped together in
another Rotation Sunday School class. We are using the Cornerstones
Rotation Sunday School Curriculum, which involves a 6 year scope
and sequence. This means that although the classes are multi-age, the
curriculum will be different each year for 6 years. So, the classes will
not repeat until your child has moved out of the elementary age range.
The lessons are exciting, creative, and developmentally appropriate.
They are based on scripture and offer good generalizations to the
children’s daily lives as well.

This year’s Rotation Sunday School theme is “The Covenant.” The
units for the remainder of the year include “The Good Samaritan,”
“The Woman with the Alabaster Jar,” “The Prodigal Son,” “The
Crucifiction and Resurrection” (during Lent), “The Early Church” (for
after Easter), and “The Kingdom Parables” to finish out the year in
June.

Is the Lord calling YOU to be a Sunday School teacher?

If so, we would love to have you!

Our Sunday School teachers work in pairs and rotate so they teach
about one Sunday a month, depending on the number of volunteers
we have. This enables our Sunday School teachers to go to adult
Sunday School themselves on the weeks that they are not teaching.
The lessons are made available to teachers in advance and the Children’s
Ministries Director is available to give assistance with materials or
implementing the lesson. No experience is necessary! Our children
are learning so much and would be blessed if you would join us in
this ministry!

Look for information next month about “Children’s Church” at Holy
Comforter, Winter Jam 2007 (save the date for February 23) as well
as a special thanks to Mrs. Stephanie Towery for all that she’s done
for our children! Thank you, Stephanie, and God bless you and Rob
in your new catering business!

In Christ,
Lizzie Smith (acting Children’s Ministries Director)

Dear Church of the Holy Comforter,

Thank everyone for the wonderful baby basics
shower. It was so much fun and I really enjoyed it.
[ love all the gifts and they really helped me get
started since | don't have much time left. This
church has helped me out so much and I'm deeply
grateful. 1 don't think | wold be as blessed as | am
today if it were not for Holy Comforter. | really
appreciate everything. | can't wait for the baby to
be born so she can a part of this wonderful church.
Thank you for all your help and support. God bless
everyone who came to the shower and helped me and
my baby girl. We love you all.

Thank you, Sarah lawrence and baby Natalie
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God willing
The Right Reverend Edward L Salmon, Jr
XI11th Bishop of South Carolina
will ordain

John Hamilton Smith, Jr

to the Sacred Order of Priests
January 27, 2007
at eleven o’clock in the morning

Church of the Holy Comforter
Sumter, South Carolina

Your prayers and presence are requested
Clergy: Red Stoles
Reception to follow
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SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
Sunday: 8:30 am Holy Eucharist

11 am Holy Eucharist

5 pm Contemporary Service

Thursday: 10 am Healing Service

Christian Education Classes, 10 am Sundays
Children and Teens in the Youth Building
Adult Lectionary Class in the Lounge
(Parish Life Building)
Golden Bunch inthe Teaching Center
(Parish Life Building)
The Jesus Investigation (Adult Sunday School)
in the Parish Hall

Breakfast (resumes Jan. 21): 9:30 in the
Parish Hall. Great food, great fellowship!

Weekly Bible Studies

Tues., 6 am—Men’s Weekly Study, Parish Hall
Wednesday, 10:00 am—Women’s Weekly Study in
the Lounge

Sunday 6 pm—Beth Moore’s “Patriarchs”, Parish
Hall



Singing Jingle Keys as we did not have any bells.

vyouth news

Christian Men’s

Conference
February 23-25, 2007
St Christopher Camp
and Conference Center
Seabrook Island, SC
Dr. Paul Zahl, Keynote Speaker
The Rev. Charles Walton,
Conference Chaplain
Register online at
www.dioceseofsc.org

Carolling to our Parish Family

Annual Report Time

Ministry Leaders! Please submit your
annual reports to your Commission
Chairmen, or bring them directly to
the church office. Reports from every
minisry are required to build the body
of Christ. copies of past year’s report
are available in the church office for
reference purposes. Reports can be
handwritten, typed or best of all
emailed to meg@holycomforter.net.
The deadline is Monday, January 22.
This will allow time to compile and
reproduce report books for the...

Annual Parish Meeting
Sunday, January 28, 6 pm
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