
Where the power and love

 changes lives...
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of Jesus Christ

Don’t Miss
Sept. 9!!!

Sunday School
Kick-Off

 and Vision Day!!!
God’s Vision for
Holy Comforter

10 am, Parish Hall

Parish Lunch
After the 11 am Service

Sunday
Schedule

8:30 Rite I Service
9:00 Breakfast*
10:00 Sunday

School
11:00 Rite II Service
*Breakfast Starts Sept. 9

Thursday:
10 am Healing

Service (Chapel)

Office Hours: 9-5,
Monday-Friday

 creating disciples
who make disciples.

Please tell me: What is Bible Boot Camp?
   Whether it is ballet, casting a dry fly, or pulling a bow across a string, the
art of doing anything well and with beauty is to discover its primitive,
fundamental reality. One never outgrows the basic core moves and muscle
memory of any discipline. You go over it again and again, and it takes flight,
or the music comes. That is exactly what many of us never developed when
it comes to listening for God’s Word in the Bible. We settled for a few Bible
stories in the back of our memory; Samson and Delilah, the Good Samaritan.
We said “I’m glad I’m not a fundamentalist.” Or, “I’m not a literalist.” Or, “The
Bible has contradictions in it,” and thought we could walk away. But as adults
we’ve begun to realize we cannot hide anymore behind urbane evasions. We’re
just biblically illiterate.  Really, there is inside most of us a pulse to come
home, to encounter the word with intelligence and obedience, to be addressed,
to come under a reality larger than our little expectations and preferences. We
know something huge is there that might just lead to life itself. The thing we
come under which is larger than ourselves is the Bible.
   Here’s what Bible Boot Camp is: six sessions of Adult Education which take
you to the core fundamentals of learning to hear God speak. It is for
everyone, no matter how well you think you know the Bible.
   Here’s what we are doing Sunday mornings at Adult Education in the Parish
Hall, from 10:00 till 10:45:

September 16–What is the Word of God & Why is it Our Authority?
September 23–How did we get the Bible? (Canon and origins)
September 30–The Grand Narrative of the Bible: The Major Plot
October 7–How does God speak to us through the Bible?, Part 1
October 14–How does God speak to us through the Bible?, Part 2
October 21–Developing a Biblical Worldview & Questions and Answers

Isn’t it time to step out, move higher up and further in?
 —John Barr
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Your Prayers Are Invited for... Gifts and Memorials
To the Glory of God and in Memory of:
Julia Reid Burchstead (mother of Harry Burchstead)

Charles and Elaine Broadwell
Stan and Pat DuBose
Dick and Becky Lee
Margaret Owens
Mary Reed

Betty Cain (sister of Alice Beaty)
Stan and Pat DuBose

Emily Fishburne (mother of Elaine Broadwell)
Jim and Tootie Adams
Martha Baker (Recovering Sight)
A. Kennedy Dawson
Sarah Dawson
Bob and Rufus Dobson
Stan and Pat DuBose
Jessamine DuBose Griffin
Sue Griffin
Sean P. Hoskins
Ann Johnson (Recovering Sight Ministry)
Dick and Becky Lee
Sara Louise Manning
Mr. and Mrs. John A. Mills, Jr.
Ramon and Rosa Schwartz
John and Patricia Varner
Wilson Hall Family
John and Mary Gene White
John and Ginny Woodham

Katherine Frasier (mother of Julian Frasier)
Stan and Pat DuBose
Margaret Owens

Gerry Skardon (mother of Dotty Kolb)
Peggy Hedstrom

Aline Thompson (mother of Marian Foster)
Tom and Marian Foster (Choir Room Renovations)

Charles S Way III (son-in-law of Loring and Kay Lee
Stan and Pat DuBose

In Thanksgiving for Timothy and Amie Rutherford for their
ministry with the youth and in memory of Margaret Kykendoll (Amie’s
mother)

Drak and Rosemary Drakeford (Youth Ministry)

Parishioners
Ann and John Bahny
Lillian High
Murdoch Walker
Marianne Palmer
Sarah Dawson
Jan Taylor
Julie Dwight
Betty McLeod
James Barnhill
Donna West-Barnhill
Barbara Cerra
Margaret McLeod
Betty Penney
Carol McCoy
Rosa and Ramon
  Schwartz
Bob Dobson
Marvin Byerly
Johnny Simmons
David Peek, Jr.
Charles Jacocks, Jr.
Adam Casey
Military
Chan Floyd

Jeremy McAbee
Beth Graboritz
and their families
Family and Friends
Chuck Edwards
Mike Brasington
Martha Horne
Edward Monroe
Kaitlyn Greene
Robbie Johnson
Jane Martin
Eleanor Shiner
Geraldine Hosack
Craig Watkins
Mary McLean
Warren Landstrom
Janet Hanger
Connor Holmes
Jane Collins
Mary K. Thompson
Tillie Kuhn
Steve Patterson
Greg Edwards
Karen Elmes-Mendez
Clarke Bynum

Jacqueline DeLorme
Genie Poag
Christopher Walton
Gena Boyle Reed
Amelia Bishop
ECW Prayer Partners
•Hispanic Outreach of
Holy Cross Faith
Memorial
•Sav R Kids Children’s
Home, Guyana, South
America
•St. John’s Episcopal
Mission, Charleston SC
• York Place Children’s
  Home
•Coastal Crisis
  Chaplaincy

Financial Report
Jul     Jan 1–Jul 31, 2007

Actual Budget
Operating Revenue Rcv’d $63,385 $364,894 $364,038
Less Operating Expenses 46,379 356,840 347,931
Less Debt Service 1,929 13,589 13,650
Excess Revenue/(Expenses) 15,077 (5,535) 2,457

Stewardship Campaign for 2007
   Budgeted pledges and offerings through 7-31-07 $364,038
   Actual pledges and offerings through 7-31-07 360,753
   Ahead/(behind) (3,285)

Parish Life Fund
Total Liabilities $958,092
Pledged 294,200
Total Assets 137,586
Outstanding (526,306)

Born: Royce Pollard Barham, son of Seth and Amanda Barham, grandson of Gene and
Nancy Briggs
   Camera Paige Stewart, daughter of Caleb and Ashley Stewart, granddaughter of Arthur
and Linda Wilder
Transfers: Clint and Peggy Kirk (to Japan), Stephen and Jessica DuBas (to Florida),
John and Anita Parker (to Columbia SC), Bob and Rufus Dobson (to Norfolk, VA)
Married: Nicole and Brian Davis, 8-4-07
Deceased: Charles S. Way III, husband of Elizabeth Lee Way, son-in-law of Loring and
Kay Lee

September 9, Fall Kick-Off!
8:30 Early Service • 9:00 Breakfast begins

10:00 Adult Sunday School in the Parish Hall:
God’s Vision for Holy Comforter, presented by our clergy and

specially invited speakers from the Diocesan office.
11:00 Second Service with our first Essential 100 Challenge Sermon

12:30 Lunch Provided by the Parish Life Committee



   OK, so you’ve signed up for the Essential 100
Challenge.  You are excited about diving into the
Bible and getting to know God’s Word!  But during
the course of your personal study, you start to have
questions: “Why did God do that?”
 “What does God mean when He
says that?”
    Or you may learn something
new, or God may speak to you in
a really powerful way and you
want to share it. 
    Without a group of friends to
share these questions and
insights with, you may not get all
you can out of the Essential 100
Challenge.  Group study is just
as important as individual
study.  So, here are some
opportunities for you to do it:
   • Sunday  Mornings:  Both the  Lectionary Class
and the Golden Bunch will be taking the Essential
100 Challenge this fall and spring. 
    • Mike and Christen Weidner will be leading a
young adults small group Bible study focusing on
the Essential 100 during the Sunday school hour. 

These will start on Sunday, September 16.
    • Weekdays:  The weekly Wednesday morning
women’s Bible study, led by Anne Walton, will be
taking the Essential 100 Challenge.  This study
starts on Wednesday, Sept 4 at 9:45 in the lounge.

   There are also two small groups
that have opened their doors to
anyone who wishes to take the
Essential 100 Challenge with them:
   • Mitchell and Ramona Jacock’s
group meets on the 2nd and 4th
Wednesday of the month (starting
September 12) at 6:30 pm.  It is
held at their home on 2825 Porcher
Drive.
   • Roz and Ray Moran’s group
meets on the 2nd and 4th
Wednesday of the month (starting

September 12) at 6:30 pm.  It is held at their home
on 1101 Cutleaf Drive.
   If you want to be in a small group, but these two
options won’t work for you, please give me a call
(773-3823) or send me an email
(hamilton@holycomforter.net).  I will work with
you to find a small group that will work for you!  
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Newcomer’s Exploration Day

   Are you a newcomer or a visitor? Would you like to know
more about Holy Comforter? Are you considering this parish
your Christian home?
   If you would like to explore growing as a Christian in this
parish, the Rev. John Barr will be offering two identical, one-
time introductions (you pick whichever time suits best). In
two hours we will quickly explore the historical roots of
Anglicanism; worship and the Prayer Book; the Core Values
we hold as a parish, and our Vision for the next few years—
also, most importantly, ways to grow in Christ and get
connected in the fellowship.
   If you are interested, just come. And if you want to know
more, ask John Barr.
   We will meet in the lounge, upstairs in the Parish Hall. The
two times the duplicate class is offered are:

   Sunday, September 16 from 3:00 till 5:00 pm
   Saturday September 29, 10:00 till noon.

small groups

Light of Hope Wish List
• Volunteers to work at the center
• Teachers for parenting classes

We are a Christian, pro-life, crisis
pregnancy center, located in the

Holy Comforter Parish Life
Building.

Give of your time and talents to
help save lives!

773-8858

ECW Chapter Meetings
Tuesday, Sept. 4

10 am–Bishop Gadsden, Lounge
3:30 pm–Bishop Davis-Thomas,

Lounge
7 pm–Bishop Carruthers, Dianne
Brings’ home, 820 Oakbrook Blvd.
All Church Women are Members!
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children’s ministries
Dear Parish Family:
   I would like to start off by saying a huge “thank you”
to all of the volunteers.  The children’s ministries would
not be the same without you!   If you have not yet
tasted the joys of this ministry, join us to help with
Sunday school or Children’s Church.   The children
always love to see new faces in the classrooms.
   We have had some updates in the nursery.   Our goal
is to help each parent feel secure in leaving their child
with our wonderful staff.   We are blessed to have
Miss Annette, Miss Liz, and Miss Nmano.  The children
love them!  We have added a small refrigerator and
microwave for the nursery.  This will help our nursery
staff to be able to provide for the babies and toddlers
without having to leave the room. 
   We have also added a pager
system.  This pager system will
hopefully help each parent feel
secure leaving their child.  The
new pagers vibrate silently
during church without
interrupting the service.  It will
send a choice of four messages
to parents as needed: ”Please
Come,” “Child Fine,” “Baby

Hungry,” or “Return Pager.”   I hope this will bring a
sense of security to any newcomer or anyone in the
Holy Comforter family.  The nursery also has new
pamphlets available, describing our program.
   We are excited about our Sunday school.   K5-5th
grade will continue with Rotating Sunday school, while
preschool will continue to have class together.   I am
really excited about working with all of the volunteers.
   Kid’s Wor-ship and Noah’s Ark have a new spin.   In
order to help prepare the children for “big church,”
we will begin to have more of a service provided during
this time.  All of the children from Kid’s Wor-ship and
Noah’s Ark spend the first 15 minutes together, singing
praise songs.  The children will then  separate into
their classrooms to learn a Bible Story and Bible Point
to take home.  Noah’s Ark children will create a book
throughout the fall season about the Bible Points that
they have learned!  Children in Noah’s Ark and Kid’s
Worship will love singing together. 
   Thank you for everyone's love and support! I have
felt so blessed to be here at Holy Comforter! 

Anna Elmore
elmorea03@yahoo.com

In the Spotlight…
   Kandie Norred has been a wonderful gift to Holy Comforter. 
She has been at Holy Comforter since 1991.  She was
confirmed and married at Holy Comforter.  
   Her hobbies include her children! But she does like to
cross stitch and do some scrap-booking when time allows. 
She also has been making beer/wine for years with Rick. 
She had gotten out of that for a while (pregnancies, infants
and toddlers) but hopes to begin making some again soon.
   Something that you might not know about Kandie is that
she has 13 brothers and sisters (whole, half, and step

combined).  In the house where she grew up there were
only 9, although only 7 or less lived there
at a time.   She said that family is very
important to her!
   When asked why she volunteered with
the children’s ministry she explained that
time is something she could give! She also
gets joy from helping others. She also
loves the children that she works with…
they are always fun and full of energy

Australia    by Jennifer Wham
   One bus ride, 2 domestic flights to reach
Los Angeles, and a 14-hour international
flight to Sydney equals a really long day
but the start of a great experience. My
People to People delegation arrived in
Australia on July 1, 2007 in awe and
amazement (and we completely lost June
30th along the way!)    While in Sydney,
we toured the Opera House, visited the
Olympic park, and sailed on the calm
Sydney harbor.
   I stayed with a family that had 3 kids,
3 dogs, 3 cats, and 5000 sheep! They
showed me that families in Australia are
very much like ours. They also gave me
their views about America, some of which

were not accurate.
   A few days later our delegation met up
again and headed to Melbourne to see
the Cricket Grounds, the world’s smallest
penguins, and the nation’s most
famous horse, Phar Lap.
   For the last leg of our journey we
flew to Cairns to snorkel the aqua blue
waters of the Great Barrier Reef.  We
also trekked inland to interact with
the Aboriginal people of Australia. I
can now give boomerang throwing
lessons if you’re interested.
   I can never say thank you enough to
the people of Holy Comforter who
donated money for my trip (over
$1700), and who kept me in their

prayers and thoughts . This was an
experience of a lifetime, and I know I’m
a better person for having done this.



Youth Confirmation Class
The youth Confirmation class will start on

September 16th and run for 6 weeks until October
21st, with Confirmation the following Sunday Oct.
28th. The classes will be held in the Youth Building
from 3:00 to 4:00 pm Sunday afternoons. To be
confirmed you must be in at least 8th grade, and have
already been baptized. Any youth, confirmed or not,
may attend as a refresher course on the Episcopal
church. Please Contact Timothy Rutherford with any
and all further questions at trutherford@flagler.edu.
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youth  news -  camping t r ip

The Essential 100 Challenge
   This school year, the youth will be participating in
the Essential 100 Challenge during both Sunday
school and Wednesday night Bible study. We will be
going through the readings either one or two at a
time. This means the youth will be going at a slower
rate, but they will receive the same teachings as the
rest of the church. As Fr. Barr said, it is important
and exciting that everyone will be reading the same
thing and have a common ground for discussion.
Please engage the teenagers in biblical discussion!
It is one of the best ways to help them grow and
possibly challenge yourself if they happen to have
tough questions for you.

Reading the Bible in a Year
   Several of our youth have expressed that studying
the top 100 readings of the Bible is a great idea but
they would prefer to read the entire Bible. Yes, some
of our youth are interested enough in the Bible to
want not just a taste but the whole thing! This is
something that a lot of individuals put off until they
are grown up. It is a big commitment and a lot to
take on. The youth need your prayers for support
and encouragement; to be able to understand what
they read, and to be able to stick with it until they
reach their goal. Please pray for our teens and
especially the Bible-in-a-Year group.

How the Youth Spent Their Summer
   We had an amazing summer of fellowship, learning,
and serving. We enjoyed the mountains of both
Tennessee and North Carolina, beaches in South
Carolina, movies and meals in Sumter, and lots of
time just being together. All of us at Holy Comforter
should be proud of the shaping of our well-rounded
youth. These young people know that the Bible is
important to their lives. They want to know more
about the book on which they have chosen to base
their lives.
   We are about to enter into our fall program. We
will be covering Leviticus, Numbers, and
Deuteronomy this school year and then moving on.
The teaching goal for the youth program is that every
six years the youth group will have covered the entire
Bible, so if a teen enters in 6th grade and leaves after
12th then they will have received teachings on the
entire Bible. We are working to raise biblically literate
teens and this is directly reflected in how we shape
youth programing. This does not mean that we do
not include fun; we base our programs on the Bible
and then make sure that fun is wrapped around it.

Timothy
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Holy Comforter’s ministry to reach out to
young adults in Sumter.

   After a great Spring, CONNECT is excited
about the events we are hosting for Fall

2007!  We kick off this next season with a
cookout.  Here are the details:

Sunday, Sept. 30th, 4:30–7:00 pm
at West and Carrie Jacocks’ home,

1050 Foxridge Court,
for people in their 20s and 30s

and their children.
There will be a jump castle,

live music, great food,
and fantastic people.

This is a great chance to:
• Meet new people

• Introduce a friend to Holy Comforter
• Not have to cook or clean up dinner
• Have a night away from the house
• Get your kids away from the T.V.

• Eat some home-cooked food
• Have fun!

We hope to see you and a friend there!    “To call forth; the divine call to partake in the blessings
of redemption.”
   This is a new women’s ministry hosted by Lizzie Smith
and Ramona Jacocks, designed to feed the souls of hard-
working, self-sacrificing women. We will celebrate the
grace of our Lord in fellowship, and share our stories
to encourage and support each other. It is about women
drawing closer to God and to each other, becoming
disciples in our families and community. Sharing stories
of what God has done in our lives helps us to really
learn about living in the power of the Holy Spirit.
   Our focus will be to refresh each other spiritually so
we can be more effective in our daily walks of life.
Women of all ages are invited.    Our first meeting will
be on Thursday, Sept. 20, 7–8 pm in the lounge upstairs
in the Parish Life Building. We will continue to meet
on the third Thursday of every month. For more info,
call Ramona (469-3070) or Lizzie (983-7045).

New Beth Moore
Bible Study:
Believing God
A faith study on God’s
promises, led by Lizzie
Smith and Ramona
Jacocks in Ramona’s

home (2825 Porcher Dr.), beginning
Thursday, Sept. 20 at 9:15 am (two
hours). Contact either leader quickly so
there will be a study guide available for
you! Call Ramona (469-3070) or Lizzie
(983-7045) or email rjcocks@ftc-i.net.

Bag Lunch
Service Project

Individual volunteers or teams of 6-8
people are invited to join;

9 am to 10:30 am Saturday mornings,
on alternate 2nd Saturdays

or 5th Saturdays. Go straight to the heart of ministry!

“Feed my sheep.”
Contact Dr. Glenn Ayers at 775-4053.

Connect says thank you to Janet Caldwell and Sunny
Walker.  Janet and Sunny faithfully served this past year
on the Connect Leadership Team.  Janet is going to work
in other ministry opportunities at Holy Comforter, and
Sunny has moved to Bluffton, SC.  Thank you so much
for all of your hard work and dedication. –Hamilton



Holy Comforter Church Men’s
Mountain Retreat
    A Mountain Adventure Weekend is being planned
for the men of our church in Cashiers Valley, N.C.
on the weekend of Sept. 21–23. If you are a high
school sophomore or older and you want to join the
adventure, please team up
with your father, brother,
uncle or another adult man
in the church, and register at
the church office (773-3823). 
The accommodations and
logistics will limit the number
of adventurers attending this
unique and exciting weekend
to 28 men, so sign up early or
wait to hear the adventure
reports from those who do.  Adventurers will be
selected on a first come, first served basis.
    What a special opportunity for fathers and sons
(or sons-in-law), uncles and nephews, or mentors
and students to get away together for some
excitement, fun and fellowship in God’s glorious
Smoky Mountains.  We will explore areas of the
Appalachian Mountains not accessible to the general

public and learn, expand or polish our eco-skills as
we–

• Paddle  the Chattooga River
• Pack  & hike  (or climb Cow Rock)
• Phish  for trout  in the  French Broad  River
• Feed  on God’s word with teaching, worship

and fellowship, engaging the Word
as part of our time together.

Experienced instructors and
guides will provide leadership for
every level of experience.
will also include wonderful meals
and quality time exploring God's
Word and applying it.  The cost
will vary slightly based on the
activity each man chooses and the
number of men choosing that
adventure. 

After receiving the initial sign-up information, we
will be able to publish the cost for each event.  We
do not expect it to exceed $150 per man for the entire
weekend. 
 
Sign up today and pack your gear for the trip of a
lifetime to the mountains of Cashiers Valley, NC!

/Page 7September 2007

Wednesday Morning
Bible Study

   Led by Anne Walton, we will study the
Essential Bible Guide on Wednesday
mornings from 9:45–noon, beginning Sept.
5 and lasting through March. Babysitting will
be provided if needed (call Anne at 774-2150
to make arrangements).
   This Bible study will involve reading 100
passages from Genesis to Revelation. We will
have an opportunity to read, mark, learn and
inwardly digest God’s Holy Word through
answering questions, prayer and sharing. It
will be an exciting study! Come join us. Any
questions? Call Anne.

From the Desk of Our Music Directors:
   We are very excited about music for the fall!  If you can sing at all, please consider
joining your choir.  We desperately need to increase the choir by at least ten new
voices.  If sitting with a spouse is a priority, you may just come up for the anthem
and return to your seats without
vestments.  However, there will still
be a need to attend Thursday evening
rehearsals.  We will do whatever we
can to make your sacrifice workable. 
Child care is certainly not out of the
realm of possibility.
   We are also planning several musical programs in our Concerts @ Holy Comforter
series that you will be hearing about in the upcoming weeks.  The entire choir
joins me in thanking those of you that have made substantial contributions to our
renovation project.  Please feel free to make a donation if the Lord leads you. 
   Both of us want to commend Arthur Wilder and Not Our Own for their leadership
in worship over this past summer.       
   Let heavenly music fill this place, 
   your servant leaders,
   Floride McKoy and W. Chuck Wilson
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Church Staff
Clergy:
The Rev. Dr. John Barr III

john@holycomforter.net
The Rev. Hamilton Smith
hamilton@holycomforter.net
Music Directors:
Floride McKoy
floride@graingermckoy.com
Chuck Wilson
   chuck@holycomforter.net
Youth Minister:
Timothy Rutherford
   trutherford@flagler.edu

Children’s Ministries:
Lizzie Smith
   hamandlizzie@aol.com
Anna Elmore
   elmorea03@yahoo.com
Administrator: Meg Shinall
   meg@holycomforter.net
Secretary: Gini Mills
   gini@holycomforter.net
Financial Secretary:
Gayle Boykin
   gayle@holycomforter.net
Nursery: Annette Conner
Maintenance: Tim Hudson

Sexton: Emma McCain
The Vestry
Harvey Senter, Sr. Warden
   senterprize@sc.rr.com
Lucile Watts, Jr. Warden
   lucile72@yahoo.com
Sid Walton, Treasurer
   sewalton@ftc-i.net
Charles Alessandro
(Evangelism)
calessandro@scottstringfellow.com
Anne Marie Crowe (Christian Ed.)
Jamie Eldridge (Outreach)
   jceldr@aol.com

Tom Greenman (Kanuga)
   tgreenman@sc.rr.com
Mitchell Jacocks (Stewardship)
John White (Evangelism)
john@bynuminsurance.com
Tom Kuhn (Buildings & Grounds)

   tomkuhn@gte.net
Lucy Grey McIver (Fellowship)

   lucygrey@leeandmoise.com
Bill Stokes (Worship)
williamhystokes@yahoo.com
Mike Weidner (Christian Ed.)
   mikeweidner@sc.rr.com

Church of the Holy Comforter
213 N Main Street–P. O. Box 338

Sumter, SC 29151
(803) 773-3823

www.holycomforter.net

Our heartfelt thanks to Readings' Direct Mail Services

100 Readings
Through the World’s
Most Important Book
The Essential Bible Guide takes you
through the Old and New Testaments in
100 carefully selected readings—The Essential 100—so
you’ll see how all the major Bible themes fit together.
Ideal for individuals or groups. Take the challenge! We’ll
do it together...


