
Where the power and love

 changes lives.

Episcopal Church of the Holy Comforter, Sumter SC

of Jesus Christ

Sunday:
8:30 am HE Rite I
9:15 am Breakfast

10 am Sunday School
11 am HE Rite II

5:30-7:30 pm Youth
Group

6:15 pm Evening
Bible Study

Tuesday:
9:30 am Staff

Meeting
Thursday:

10 am Healing
Service

Office Hours: 9-5,
Monday-Friday

Dear Brothers      and Sisters of the Holy
Comforter          Family:
             This        summer in the Parish we will

be  embarking on an adventure
which holds the promise of real blessing.
For two months, June 17 through August 12
we will be initiating a new summer schedule
for our Sunday mornings. On those Sundays
we will gather for one service at 10:00 am. The
Adult Bible class and the Golden Bunch will
meet at 9:15 am. After our worship, Lemonade
on the Lawn will be reintroduced, offering a
time to visit and greet one another.
   How did this decision come about? With
much discernment and prayer. It began as a
suggestion from the Worship Commission, was
studied by the Vestry, then “tried out” and
unanimously endorsed by a joint group of 18
parishioners from both the 8:30 and 11:00
services; finally it was adopted unanimously
at the April Vestry meeting.
   Why do it?  Not for the sake of change, neither
to follow the practices of other downtown
churches, nor because it was a “good idea”; it
came about for two clear reasons:
   First, a parishioner said after last year’s spring
picnic at the Lee’s: It’s so good to meet people
from the other congregation. Another said: I
didn’t know they were members here! With
both congregations joining together for this
two-month adventure, we are building on our
desire to invigorate and swell our sense of
belonging, our being folded together in the love
of Christ. If this can help us lean into one
another in genuine fellowship, we want to take
the step. We can’t love people we just don’t
know.
   Second, in the deep summer days, our
attendance on Sundays is sometimes half the
norm. That can feel dispiriting. Coming
together might help maintain expectant energy
in our worship (that is so evident in our worship
together now). Could this help sustain a fresh
vitality in our praise?

   Keep a few things in mind here:
    i) This adventure is only for two months.
We have no intention of making this
exploration a norm for the whole year. We will
evaluate after the summer, and if this blesses
the Lord and us, we will know this summer
schedule holds promise. If it does not, we will
have been blessed in the obedience of following.
   ii) Everyone has to make a small sacrifice
in altering their customary time of Sunday
worship. We think it’s worth the while in being
servants to one another, sacrificing for the
larger good. That’s always a healthy thing to
do. Submit to one another out of reverence for
Christ, Paul urges us in Ephesians 5:21.
   iii)  We will alternate Rite I and II, enabling
us to experience the full spectrum of Anglican
Eucharistic worship; and we will work with
our music leaders (Chuck, Floride, Arthur, and
Not Our Own) to plan music which fits the
worship of the day and which will bless the
Lord. Perhaps we will all learn to be a little
more appreciative of the differing styles which
bear forth the One Lord.
   We discern that the Lord is telling us that
this “summer schedule” is an adventure worth
taking. It has the potential of bringing more of
Christ to more of us together, with a fresh
engagement of the gospel and an extended
time to connect at Lemonade on the Lawn.
There’s variety here, but then this is what Paul
holds out for us as a mark of authentic worship:
Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly…and
sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs with
gratitude in your hearts to God. (Colossians
3:16).
   We’re ready to take the step; we invite you
to come along.
 
John Barr III
For the Wardens, Vestry
and Clergy of the Parish
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Parishioners
Ann and John Bahny
Emily Fishburne
Lillian High
Murdoch Walker
Marianne Palmer
Sarah Dawson
Jan Taylor
Julie Dwight
Betty McLeod
James Barnhill
Donna West-Barnhill
Barbara Cerra
Margaret McLeod
Betty Penney
Carol Lawrence
Rosa and Ramon Schwartz
Bob Dobson
Heidi Burkett
Amy Rigg
Roz Moran
Christen Weidner
Military
Chan Floyd
Jeremy McAbee
Beth Graboritz
and their families.
Family and Friends
Chuck Edwards
Susie Beard
Mike Brasington
Martha Horne
Edward Monroe
Kaitlyn Greene

Al Dantzler
Len Norman
Nancy Hudson
Robbie Johnson
John Jones
Jane Martin
Pearl Wallace
Emily Bee
Genie Poag
Eleanor Shiner
Geraldine Hosack
Craig Watkins
Mary McLean
Warren Landstrom
Transferred Out:
Thomas Center Reed, Jr. (to St.
Philip’s, Charleston)
Transferred In:
Dianne Aubey (St. Stephens,
Beaumont, TX)
Married: Frances Mikell and
Matt Fischer on April 28, 2007.
Baptism:
Parker  McLeod, son of Ryan and
Wendy Wilson McLeod on April
29
ECW Prayer Partners
God’s Littlest Lambs, Honduras
Sav R Kids Children’s Home,       
   Guyana, South America
St. John’s Episcopal Mission,
   Charleston SC

Your Prayers Are Invited for... Gifts and Memorials
To the Glory of God and in Memory of:
Edgar E. Owens, Jr. (husband of Margaret Owens)

given by the Progressive Club

Gerry Skardon (mother of Dotty Kolb)
Dick and Becky Lee

Drewry and Marie Penn

To the Glory of God and in Honor of:
Hamilton, Lizzie, Charlotte, and David Smith

Anonymous Donor
(Choir Room)

Arthur and Linda Wilder
John Martin

(Recovering Sight)

The Antique Chest of Drawers donated for the
Narthex is given to the Glory of God by:

Harvey and Lee Senter

Financial Report
March     Jan 1–Mar 31, 2007

Actual Budget
Operating Revenue Rcv’d $44,382 $172,802 $145,615
Less Operating Expenses 53,657 160,557 152,658
Less Debt Service 1,935 5,843 5,850
Excess Revenue/(Expenses) (11,210) 6,402 (12,893)

Stewardship Campaign for 2007
   Budgeted Pledges and offerings through 3-31-07 $145,615
   Actual Pledges and Offerings through 3-31-07 171,434
   Ahead/(Behind) 25,819

Parish Life Fund
Current Balance Due $964,967.74
Pledged 314,089.96
Assets 149,649.34
Outstanding (501,228.44)

Heartfelt Thanks...
...from Jennifer Wham for the donations
received from this parish for her upcoming
trip to Australia. The total so far received is
$985. Further donations will be welcomed
until the end of June. Contact her mother,
Ellen, for more information at 469-4665.qrqrqrqr



Our last “Connect” event of the season will be the “Real
Issues” Discussion Panel.  Come and ask a panel of experts
about the big questions of life, such as:
• the reliability of the Bible,
• the “conflict” between science and
faith,
• Christianity and other religions,
• relationships,
• the meaning of life,
and everything else!
 
Meet our panel members:
The Rev. Dr. John Barr:  With over 30
years of ordained ministry behind him,
John is currently the Rector of the Church of the Holy
Comforter.  He received his Bachelor of Arts from the
University of the South, his Masters of Divinity from
Virginia Theological Seminary, and his Doctorate in
Ministry from Fuller Theological Seminary.  John is well
versed in the history and origin of the Bible, the experience
of the Christian in the real world, and many other topics.
Dr. Mitchell Jacocks:  Mitchell is currently an Electro-
Physiology Cardiologist practicing in Sumter.  Mitchell
received his Bachelor of Science from the University of

South Carolina and his M.D. from the  University of South
Carolina’s School of Medicine.  Following Medical School,
Mitchell did his residency at Vanderbilt University and
his Cardiology Fellowship at the University of NC, Chapel

Hill.  Mitchell is a committed
Christian who is active in many
ministries.
Ms. Julie Dwight:  Julie is a long-
time Christian who serves in
many ministries.  Julie is
currently battling cancer, and her
faith and experience of God’s love
throughout this time have given
her new insights into life and

God’s power.
“Real Issues” will be held in the Holy Comforter Parish
Hall on Sunday, June 3 from 6:00 to 8:00 PM.  You are
asked to bring your favorite covered dish to share. 
Children are invited for dinner, and child care will be
available during the program.
 
We hope to see you there, and please bring a friend!
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To my dear brothers
and sisters in Christ,
   Greetings from warm
and sunny England ( I
got defensive of our
weather whilst with
you). I arrived safely
back home on Friday
with much sadness but
also much joy in my
heart. It really was hard
to leave you and I thank
you all for your gracious
hospitality and
welcome. My weeks

with you were truly blessed of God and God has encouraged
me, the most reluctant ordinand (a seminarian in the school
of Jonah), to press on, trusting God to be with me as I enter
the ministry as an assistant in June 2008. God truly has been
faithful to me, and as I shared in haunting questions, 'let none
of his words fall to the ground' (1 Samuel 3:19). I have been so
thrilled to hear news of how God has been at work in some of
your hearts–indeed I was so excited about this that I cycled
home tonight (22 April) from church without my cycle helmet,
because I had been so keen to tell my friends all about you!
That truly is a mark of joy in the spirit and possibly also of the

absent-minded academic!
   I rejoice to see God is at work in the lives of so many people
at Holy Comforter. I pray that you may hunger for God's word
and the Spirit applies God's word to your heart. I pray that you
will come to know in fuller measure the deep love of the Lord
Jesus who forgives all our sins, who satisifes our deepest desires
and who heals all past wounds. I ended my Haunting Questions
talk last Wednesday night with 1 Corinthians 1:4-9: I do thank
God for every rememberance of you; God is faithful and HE
promises to sustain us until the end.
   I hope that I will be able to come back to Holy Comforter
soon. You will have a special place in my heart. In the meantime
I will continue to pray for you. For my part I  really would value
prayers for the
completion of my thesis
on Purity in Ephesians
and Hebrews. This
must be in at the end of
August. It  really is a
hard and lonesome slog
but I believe will be very
valuable to me in
ministry.  

With much love
     to you all,Elizabeth



children’s ministries
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New Children s Ministries Director!
   We are blessed to have Mrs. Anna Elmore as our new Director of
Children s Ministries at Holy Comforter! Anna, her husband, Russ
and infant daughter, Francis Mac are new members at Holy Comforter.
Anna will be volunteering for the next 3 months, and will officially
begin her ministry during Vacation Bible School. Lizzie Smith will
continue to be our interim director until Anna is phased in beginning
in June. We will share more about Anna in next month’s newsletter!

Last Day for Children’s Sunday School
   The last day for all Children s Sunday School classes (Pre-K through
5th grade) will be Sunday, May 13th . There will not be any Children’s
Sunday School classes over the summer. Classes will resume again in
September. Please join me in giving special thanks to our Sunday
School teachers from this year: Mary Gene White, Lynn MacEwen,
Tom Greenman, Elizabeth Jackson, Christen Weidner, Mike Weidner,
Lucy Grey McIver, Pam Reading, Betsy Acken, and Kandie Norred.
You have blessed our children with your loving service to the Lord!
   Children’s Church (during the 11am service) and the nursery will
continue throughout the summer months. Thanks to our volunteers
for your continued support! You are a blessing to our children!

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
2007: Avalanche Ranch!
   This summer, we’ll transform
our church into a wild Rocky
Mountain Ranch! It’s our goal to
reach out to more than 80
children with this program to
enable them to grow in their
relationship with God!

We hope to help the children of our community to discover that: God
is real, God is with us, God is strong, God is awesome, and God is in
charge!
Vacation Bible School is a place where
• A child can hear about God’s love for the first time.
• Children worship God in powerful ways.
• Children can learn to pray for each other.
• Adults and youth model Jesus’ love to children.
• Children have the opportunity to serve each other.
• Children have the opportunity to participate in a global mission
project.
   As we plan and prepare for Avalanche Ranch, please pray that God
would give us wisdom in planning, for volunteers to join our team,
and that God would begin working in the hearts of the children who
will come to VBS!
Registration Information:
   Vacation Bible School will be held Monday, June 18th through
Friday, June 22nd from 9 am until 12 noon. VBS is for children aged
3 years old through graduates of 5th grade.
REGISTRATION forms and VOLUNTEER forms are available on the
VBS Bulletin Board in the Youth Building. Extra forms will be available
in the church bulletin, in the narthex, or on our VBS website at:
"https://www.groupvbs.com/myvbs/?churchid=2550"
Please contact Lizzie Smith at 774-2155 or via email at
hamandlizzie@aol.com with questions or for information. Forms can
be returned to the church office, given to Lizzie Smith, or submitted
online! Walk-in registration is allowed, but for planning purposes,
please pre-register, if possible!
How much does VBS cost?

   VBS is quite inexpensive compared to many summer day camps!
VBS is mostly funded by our church’s Children’s Ministry budget.
Depending on the number of children who attend, however, this year’s
approved budget may not cover the total cost. While a successful VBS
is not determined by the number of children we have attending, VBS
is an amazing opportunity to reach out to friends outside our church
and to share the Gospel with them! For this reason, all children are
encouraged to attend and to invite friends from outside our church.
   In the past, parents have been asked to pay a registration fee of $5
and to pay for their child/children’s t-shirts. In addition to requesting
(but not requiring) these amounts this year, we are asking that you
prayerfully consider making a donation to our VBS fund! Donations
can be used to cover the registration fee and t-shirt cost for families
for whom this would be a financial burden. Please join us in praying
that the LORD will be the focus of this year’s VBS, that He will provide
for our needs, and that our children and volunteer team will grow in
faith from the experience. Thank you!
Youth Volunteers Needed:
   Middle and high-school aged students (youth) are needed as
volunteers. Please sign up on the VBS bulletin board in the Youth
Building or online at the website address above. There is information
below about meetings. Please see the bulletin board or website for
information on your responsibilities as a volunteer. We also need help
in our nursery for infants and toddlers of our volunteers.
   We are also in need of ADULT volunteers for VBS!
We would love the help of adults of ALL ages and life experiences!
Please see the volunteer sign-up list and forms on the VBS bulletin
board or on the website for our specific needs or call Lizzie Smith at
774-2155 for more information.
ADULT Volunteer Meetings:
Tuesday, May 15th in Walker Hall
(with supper and childcare provided) at 5:30 pm
Wednesday, May 30th at 6pm at Lizzie Smith’s house:
111 Tucson Drive (with supper);
Wedneday, June 13th at 5:30 pm in the Youth Building
(supper and childcare provided)
YOUTH Volunteer Meetings:
Sunday, June 3rd  4:00-5:30pm in the Youth Building, followed by
CONNECT Panel Discussion (in the Parish Hall)
Sunday, June 10th (time TBA) VBS decorating party in the Youth
Building.

Thanks, Lizzie Smith
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youth  news

Wednesday May 2nd Fellowship dinner @Wendy’s 6:00-7:00 pm
Sunday May 6th Youth Group 5:30-7:30 pm
Wednesday May 9th Fellowship dinner @Wendy’s 6:00-7:00 pm
Sunday May 13th Last Sunday School
Sunday May 13th Youth Group 5:30-7:30 pm
Wednesday May 16th Fellowship dinner @Wendy’s 6:00-7:00 pm
Sunday May 20th Parish Picnic
Sunday May 20th Youth Group 6:00 -7:30 pm Graduating 

Seniors Dinner RSVP.
Wednesday May 23rd Fellowship dinner @Wendy’s 6:00-7:00 pm
Sunday May 27th Youth Group (Summer Schedule No 

Supper) 6:00-7:30 pm
Friday May 25th Pool Party/Fabulous Friday leave by 10:00 

am return by 2:00 pm Meet at the Church
Wednesday May 30th Fellowship dinner @Wendy’s 6:00-7:00 pm

May Youth Events

Camping Trip!
   The camp out was a great success! I was able to
watch as the group who attended grew together as
a community and a team. I also witnessed the
maturing of some servants’ hearts. The thing that
stood out the most this weekend was seeing one
of the students prepare dinner for his friend (who
had a headache) before he prepared his own dinner.
We are blessed to have the teens that are here, and
the community that is forming is becoming more
and more one that exudes love and acceptance.

Praise Team
   The Holy Comforter Youth Praise Team is off
and running, getting ready for its many
responsibilities including leading worship,
providing leadership, and setting a Christian
example. I am excited to say that we have the honor
of playing again this year at the Pentecost picnic,
and we are eagerly looking forward to the event.

Graduating Seniors
We will be having a farewell dinner in honor of
our Graduating Seniors on Sunday, May 20th.
Everyone is invited to attend. This dinner, however,
will be provided only for those who RSVP by May
16th. This will be a semi-casual event (polos and
khakis), and  proper dress is required. Please RSVP
if you wish to attend either by calling 803-773-
3823 or emailing  with the name and number of
people attending.

Extreme Camping
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ECW, Tuesday, May 1
11:00 am Gadsden Luncheon

Meeting
 Dotty Kolb’s,

35 Paisley Park

  3:30 pm Davis-Thomas
Chapter Meeting
Tootie Adams’,

3335 Furman Field Rd.,
Rembert

Written directions are in the
church office area.

  7:00 pm Carruthers Chapter
Meeting

Dianne Brings’,
820 Oakbrook Blvd.

Administrative Notes:
You may have noticed a new door handle on the kitchen’s back door that stays

locked; Marvelous Marvin (aka Sean Connery) was kind enough to acknowledge

that it was needed even though it is somewhat less convenient for him to use. Please

help me be sure that the door wedge doesn’t wander from that door!

The basement where our layreaders and acolytes robe has received a face-lift. The

carpet has been removed and the floor has been painted. This will make it much

easier to deal with leaks.

There is a new ‘panic bar’ door mechanism on the back door of the youth building

hallway.

The cabinets in the kitchen have been reinforced and will comfortably hold as many

plates as are needed for normal use, with extras to be stored in the vault.

Employee of the Month: Timothy Rutherford, the best Youth Minister in the world,

for extreme dedication to the spiritual growth of our young people!

Meg ShinallBasement Facelift

United Thank Offering
Spring Ingathering

Sunday,  May 13, 2007
 

            Just think of ALL the things that we have
to be thankful for…

for being able to see, speak, walk, and talk;
our homes, families, and ways of life. 

            What if we didn’t have any of these things?
 

            The UTO helps so many people in our country and others as well.
            By saving pennies, nickels, and dimes every day, we can make a thankful

            offering with caring love in each of our Blue Boxes and Envelopes.
 

            “It is more blessed to give than to receive…”

Haunting Questions
  This riveting series continues on alternate Wednesday in the Parish Hall until
May 16, when Kendall Harmon will come to speak on the subject of Hell.
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ECW Annual
Meeting
   Clergy and Episcopal Church
Woman are invited to attend the
123rd Annual Meeting at St
Helena’s Church in Beaufort, SC
on May 5, 2007. The Very
Reverend Mark Lawrence will
speak and four of our own ECW
leaders will be inducted as
diocesan officers; Sue Griffin,
President; Tootie Adams, CPC
Chairman; Betsy Acken,
Recording Secretary; Lynn
MacEwen (not pictured),
Treasurer. Registration forms
are available in the church office.

Grainger’s Lecture
For those of you who weren't able to be there
for Grainger's talk in Palm Beach...it's now on
the website, complete with pictures. Click on
"Flash presentation" in the second paragraph
here: www.GraingerMckoy.com/home_main.html.

From the Balcony Boys
The Sound and Tape Ministry would like to make
the weekly sermons and special events available
on CDs.  We currently have the capability of
burning a single CD but are in need of a CD
duplicator that can produce up to 10 CDs at a time.
We would like to purchase a duplicator that will
handle both CDs and DVDs (future use), however,
there is no budgeted money for this item. A
CD/DVD Duplicator will be around $2500. Anyone
who would like to help with this purchase is invited
to contact the Church Office.

Holy Stitchers Tea Party
The Holy Stitchers hosted a tea party for our English intern, Elizabeth
Chevill, at Sue McDuffie’s lovely home. Laura Barr and Lizzie Smith
were special guests and new members Caroline Pack, Ellen Bruner

and Delene Daniels also attended.

Fighting
Doves

The next Men’s
Softball Church
League game is
Friday, May 4 at

7:30 pm on Field 5
in Dillon Park.
Please join us!

Parish Picnic!
Sunday

May 20 10:30
at the Lee’s

Call the church office
for directions and plan

to come. Good food,
good fun!

Come Play with
Me at Vacation

Bible School!
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Church Staff
Clergy:
The Rev. Dr. John Barr III

john@holycomforter.net
The Rev. Hamilton Smith
   hamilton@holycomforter.net
Music Directors:
Floride McKoy
   floride@graingermckoy.com
Chuck Wilson
   chuck@holycomforter.net
Youth Minister:
Timothy Rutherford
   trutherford@flagler.edu
Children’s Ministries:
Lizzie Smith
   hamandlizzie@aol.com
Administrator: Meg Shinall
   meg@holycomforter.net
Secretary: Gini Mills
   gini@holycomforter.net
Financial Secretary:
Gayle Boykin
   gayle@holycomforter.net
Nursery: Annette Conner
Maintenance: Tim Hudson
Sexton: Emma McCain

The Vestry
Harvey Senter, Sr. Warden
   senterprize@sc.rr.com
Lucile Watts, Jr. Warden
   lucile72@yahoo.com
Sid Walton, Treasurer
   sewalton@ftc-i.net
Charles Alessandro (Evangelism)
   callessandro@scottstringfellow.com
Anne Marie Crowe (Christian
Ed.)
Jamie Eldridge (Outreach)
   jceldr@aol.com
Tom Greenman (Kanuga)
   tgreenman@sc.rr.com
Mitchell Jacocks (Stewardship)
John White (Evangelism)
   john@bynuminsurance.com
Tom Kuhn (Buildings & Grounds)
   tomkuhn@gte.net
Lucy Grey McIver (Fellowship)
   lucygrey@leeandmoise.com
Bill Stokes (Worship)
   williamhystokes@yahoo.com
Mike Weidner (Christian Ed.)
   mikeweidner@sc.rr.com

Church of the Holy Comforter
218 N Main Street–P. O. Box 338

Sumter, SC 29151
(803) 733-3823

www.holycomforter.net

Spiritual Gifts Workshop

A major treat of self discovery,
an opportunity for God

to speak to us and a milestone
of spiritual development.

Genie's team is very
accomplished at offering a

joyful and loving experience.

Space is limited so sign up by
May 11. Cost is $25 each. Meals

are included.

Friday, May 18, 6 to 9 pm
Saturday, May 19, 8 to 2 pm

For more information contact Genie
Towery at gmtowery@sc.rr.com or call

the church office at 803-773-3823.


