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January 2008
1-9 Mission Meeting
at the Corley’s

1-13 Baby Shower, Parish
Hall

1-18/19/20
Kanuga Parish
Weekend

1-21 MLK Day
Offices Closed

1-27
Annual Parish Dinner

2-3
Suzy McColl
Lamb Dir. Here

2-5
Pancake Supper

2-6
Ash Wednesday
Noon Service

Sunday
Schedule
8:30 Rite I Service

10:00 Sunday School
11:00 Rite Il Service

Thursday:
10 am Healing Service (Chapel)

Where the power and love

of Jesus Christ
changes lives—

creating disciples

who make disciples.

Want a fresh start?

OK, you really wanted to go through the Old
Testament with the Essential 100 Challenge,
and you even got off to a good start. You got
through the first few weeks, but then “life”
happened. Your children got sick, you had a
few sleepless nights, and you got off your
schedule. You had to take care of a parent
who ended up needing some long-term care.
You had a really busy time at work that ate
into your morning Bible study time, not to
mention how life stops once Thanksgiving
comes! The next thing you know, you are three
weeks behind, and you feel like you can’t catch

up.

Well, with Christ there is always a chance to
start over. On Monday, December 31, 2007,
we will begin the Essential 100 Challenge New
Testament readings. Put off the Old Testament
readings you didn’t get to read until the
summer, and start the New Year afresh with
the New Testament. You can wipe the slate
clean.

Not only that, but you can also learn from
the fall and increase your chances of actually
doing all the readings. Many of us found out
that it is difficult to do daily Bible study with
all the demands of life competing for our time.
It won't “just happen.” We have to plan. So,
here are a few suggestions:

1. Set atime and a place: In order to make
Bible study a priority, | recommend that you
set aside a specific time and a specific place to

do your Essential 100 Challenge lesson. My
time is in the early morning in the church, but
we are all different. Some of you may find
lunch in a busy restaurant the best time and
place, and others find midnight beside the
fireplace the best time and place. The key is
to find a time and place where you can best
focus on what God is telling you through your
study.

It is also important to guard that time. Put
it on your calendar and do not let meetings or
appointments push it out of the way. If it really
is a first priority in your life, then | challenge
you to have that reflected in how you plan your
day.

2. Be flexible. Suggestion #1 is the ideal, but
in reality it is not that easy to block off a time
every day. Special events and emergencies
crop up, and that sacred time and space can
be invaded. When these inevitable times occur
and our schedules are thrown off, then we
must be flexible and carve out a new time that
day to spend in study. When I can’t come in
early in the morning because my son is sick
and I need to take my daughter to school, | do
my Essential 100 lesson at lunch. If lunch
can't work, then | stop work an hour early and
do it before I go home. If | can’t do that, then
I do it during half-time of the college basketball
game | am watching. While it is important to
guard the time, it is equally as important to
be flexible.

Don't let this great chance to dive deep into
God’s Word in the New Testament slip by you.

www.HolyComforter.net =———
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Your Prayers Are Invited for...

Parishioners
Ann and John Bahny
Lilian High
Murdoch Walker
Marianne Palmer
Sarah Dawson
Jan Taylor
Julie Dwight
Betty McLeod
James Barnhill
Donna West-Barnhill
Barbara Cerra
Betty Penney
Rosa and Ramon
Schwartz
Bob Dobson
Marvin Byerly
Robert Palmer
Donna Weldon
Betty Kennedy
Jake Weidner
Rick Norred
Grainger McKoy
Carol McCoy
Military
Chan Floyd

Jack Huffman

Brooke Pifer

Justin and Megan Pifer
ECW Prayer Partners

Jeremy McAbee
Beth Graboritz

and their families
Family and Friends

Tim Moseley « Hispanic Outreach of
Mike Brasington Holy Cross Faith
Martha Horne Memorial

Edward Monroe « Sav R Kids Children’s
Kaitlyn Greene Home, Guyana, South
Robbie Johnson America

Jane Martin  St. John’s Episcopal
Geraldine Hosack Mission, Charleston SC
Craig Watkins « York Place Children’s

Jane Collins Home

Steve Patterson  Coastal Crisis
Greg Edwards Chaplaincy
Gena Boyle Reed

Doris Perry

Joe Hall

Margaret Hodges

Jean Foster Anthony

Ed Barnett

George and Maury
Moody

Helen Knepp

Nancy & Tom Serpa

Deceased: Priscilla Claggett Grainger McKoy Swartz (mother of Grainger McKoy)
Lewis Justice (father of Craig Justice)

Kate Barnett

Transfers: Anna Elmore, and her daughter, Frances Mac (from Holy Cross, Stateburg)
Mary Heinmiller and Nancy Smith (to St. Matthias, Rock Hill)
Welcome Back! Bob and Rufus Dobson have returned to Sumter and are again residing

at Covenant Place.

Financial Report

Operating Revenue Rec'd
Less Operating Expenses
Less Debt Service

Nov Jan 1-Nov 30, 2007
Actual  Budget

$43,305 $553,776 $570,327
45554 540,724 552,834
1,912 21,267 21,450

Excess Revenue/(Expenses)  (4,161) (8,215)  (3,957)

Stewardship Campaign for 2007
Budgeted pledges and offerings through 11-30-07 $570,327

Actual pledges and offerings through 11-30-07
Ahead/(behind)

Consider the
work of God
by including
your church

in your will.

543,309
(27,018)

Gifts and Memorials

To the Glory of God and in Memory of:
James Atkison (father of Dr. Atkison)
Stan and Pat DuBose
Ellen Robinson Bruner
Michael and Dianne Drakeford
The Golden Bunch (Recovering Sight)
Lucie Ann Eldridge (mother of Jamie Eldridge)
Harry and Barbara Burchstead
Francis Clarke Palmer 11 (son of Peggy Palmer)
Stan and Pat DuBose (History Book Fund)
Pope Ramsay (brother of Laura Barr)
Phil and E.V. Leventis
Priscilla McKoy Swartz (mother of Grainger McKoy)
Mary E. Blanchard
Harry and Barbara Burchstead
Mrs. H. Clarke Bynum, Jr. (Sissy)
Steve and Ginny Corley
Perrin Q. Dargan, Jr.
A. Kennedy Dawson
Sarah B. Dawson
Stan and Pat DuBose (History Book Fund)
Thomas A. Edens 111
Philip L. Edwards
Sue Griffin
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Kirven
Senator and Mrs. John C. Land 111
Dick and Becky Lee
Phil and E.V. Leventis
Robert and Paula Marshall
Harry and Dora McKeown
Bill and Katherine Seabrook
Dr. and Mrs. John Shaw
James M. Simons
Greg and Hobbie Williams
In Honor of:
Floride McKoy
Mary Alice Beck (Choir Room Renovations)

Parish Life Fund

Total Liabilities $951,243
Pledged 270,840
Total Assets 132,832
Outstanding (547,571)
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Our Vision: We see Holy Comforter committed to becoming:

A Church for Others,

where our instincts are shifting from
“for me” to “through me”;
from a “user culture” to a people
with mission at our heart:
We are committed to becoming articulate witnesses
to the gospel hope within us,
learning how to invite those into our life
who do not know Christ
or have a church home—
effectively assimilating them into our parish;
equipping each member of the parish for specific
ministry and service for others;
offering mission opportunities beyond ourselves.

A Church
Immersed in Scripture,

offering opportunities to grow in biblical knowledge
such that, as Christ intersects us in his Word, we
will enjoy a deepened intimacy with God, know
eternal life and begin to think,
love, and serve within a biblical framework.

A Church of Small Groups,
where growth as disciples within the support
of a small group is normative, not optional;
such that the disciplines of prayer, scripture study,
encouragement and service are nurtured
within the fold of committed friendships.

A Church which Strengthens
and Serves Young Adults—

families and singles; providing the resources and
support for building strong Christian families,
and a vital children’s and youth ministry.

A Church
of Expectant Hopefulness.

In the midst of this world’s discouragements
and tragedies, the gospel proclaims a great reversal:
“...but God raised Jesus fom the dead”;
we commit to live as hopeful witnesses
to the final defeat of evil,
to being a community which fights
not for a victory, but from a victory.

Celebrate!

Our Annual Parish Dinner
will be Sunday, January 27
at 6 pm in the Parish Hall.
We will celebrate God'’s blessings,
focus on his vision for us,
elect new vestry members,

receive the budget,

and look ahead

to the wonderful work of the Lord

that lies before us:

Life ablaze with the light
of the presence of Christ!
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children’s ministries

Operation Christmas Child
Thank you for everyone who donated a
shoebox to the Operation Christmas child.
We have donated 15 shoeboxes. Thank you
for your Christmas gift!

Christmas Pageant

Thank you to all of the parents, children,
and other volunteers for helping with the
Christmas pageant. It wouldn't have been
such a success without you! We appreciate
Not Our Own helping with all of our music.
Thank you especially to the children that
participated. | am glad that we are able to
celebrate the real meaning of Christmas!

Kanuga is this month!

We are so excited about all of the upcoming
events. We will have activities planned for
infants through fifth grade. The children
will be divided into four groups: new-borns

From the archives. Can you recognize any of
these cherubs?

through three years old, 3-year -olds through
five-year-olds, first graders through second
graders, and tweeners. This weekend will
be a great time to be with your family and
grow in the Christian faith. We hope you
are able to join us!

Children's Ministry

We can use your help! We are looking for
another person to help with Noah's Ark
during church for about 20 minutes. You
will be working with first graders through
fourth grade students. Please let me know
if you are interested in volunteering!

Sunday School Kick-Off

Rotation Sunday school will begin again on
January 27th. Please let me know if you
would like to volunteer to teach. We have a
great group of volunteers!

Baby Basics Shower

Join us Sunday, Jan. 13th, for a shower
honoring Christina Boyles & Baby

Emily Ann following the 11:00

service in the Parish Hall.

We hope these precious children
have a wonderful birthday!!
Mary Williams 1/13
Thomas Williamson 1/17
Alexander and William McLeod 1/20
Anna Shuler 1/23
Natalie Hannon 1/31
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Music News

Please allow me to thank each of you for your support seen
and unseen during our recent production of Handel's Messiah.
Worthy of mention in addition to those of you who contributed
financially are members of the staff as well as Sue Griffin, Bill
Stokes, Dotty Kolb, Mark Mosely, Arthur Wilder, Will Anderson,
Angus McDuffie, and Sarah and Craig Justice.

Thanks again for all of your support. We look forward to the
the spring schedule for Concerts at Holy Comforter with an
opportunity to invite the community to enjoy the beauty of our
sanctuary. If you have suggestions for future programs, please

e-mail me, Chuck@holy comforter.net.

We are always looking to expand our program. In addition
to seeking adult and high school-aged parishioners for the
choir, we will soon be announcing plans for our new Cherub
Choir (3-6 years old), and the Children's Ensemble (grades 2-

6).

Chuck Wilson, Co-Director of Music

The newly appointed Diocesan Commission on
Liturgy and Music met recently at Holy Comforter
to restructure and make plans for the 2008 calendar
year. Among the proposed projects are the
Clergy/Musicians Conference that was a long-time
favorite, the children's choir camp and the diocesan
choir festival to be held at the Cathedral of St. Luke
and St. Paul in the spring.

ECW Chapter Meetings
Tuesday, January 8th
Bishop Gadsden Chapter will not meet this month.
3:30 pm — Bishop Davis-Thomas Chapter (Lounge)
6:00 pm — Bishop Carruthers (Mexican restaurant
in Tuesday Morning Shopping Ctr)
Ladies, if you are not involved in one of our 3
chapters, we invite you to join us at any of our
monthly gatherings...

Cursillo #150 Events

Sunday, Jan. 13 Gathering (6:30 pm,Parish Hall
Wednesday, Jan. 16 Palanca due (12 pm, offices)
Thursday, Jan. 17 Holy Eucharist (5:30 pm, Chapel)
Sunday, Jan. 20 St. Christopher
Friday, Jan. 25 Welcome Home (6:30, Holy Cross)
Saturday, Feb. 2 Diocesan Ultreya
(St. Jude’s, Walterboro)

An Articulate Witness
for the Gospel Hope Within Us...

I have rejoiced in seeing how the Lord has
blessed Kaleo, a new ministry for women. After
months of prayer and waiting on the Lord, Kaleo
was launched in October. Kaleo is a Greek word
meaning "to call forth; the divine call to receive
the blessings of redemption.”" How? "By
the power and love of Jesus Christ—who changes
lives!"

Thanks be to God for the women of our
community who have blessed us with their stories
of faith, redemption, and blessing! Did you know
that the Lord began working through Ramona
Jacocks almost a year ago, planting the seeds for
Kaleo? Our new vision had not yet been fully
revealed to our clergy and vestry —nor yet released

to the laity—but the Holy Spirit was already
moving to give us an example of an "articulate
witness for the Gospel hope within us." And what
a witness she is! At a Connect event earlier this
year we were lifted up by Ramona's bold
witness to the power of the Holy Spirit in her
life. When | read, "not for me, but through
me, from a user culture to a people with a mission
at our heart," I rejoice in what the Lord is doing
with and through Kaleo! I invite you to join us
for Kaleo in the coming year—and to bring a
friend from outside our church community.
Please contact Lizzie Smith at
hamandlizzie@aol.com if you would like to have
a friend added to our Kaleo mailing list.

In Christ, Lizzie Smith
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Spiritual
Gifts
Workshop

April 18-19, 2008
I am STILL reaping the benefits
of my workshop experience back
in May! Far from confining me
to just those gifts that were high
on my chart, I know to take care
and lean on the Lord when | must
work outside my main gifts. Let
this excellent opportunity open
your life to the blessings God has
for you. The time you must give
is small, just Friday evening, and
from Saturday morning to the
early part of the afternoon, but
the benefits are eternal!

Coming in February!
We can hear first-hand from the
director of the LAMB Institute, Suzy

McColl, how our Christmas gifts
make a difference in this vital
ministry. She will visit us on Feb. 3
and speak to us during the Sunday
School hour. Don’t miss it!

Holy Stitchers’

Chrismon Tree
Many thanks to the Holy
Stitchers for the beautiful tree in
the office! They even included a
free booklet explaining the
tradition.

Christmas on

Main Street
Kudos to Connect! for
participating in the
Christmas on Main
Street event. Hot chili
and a warm welcome
brought the love of
Christ to downtown
Sumter!

What a Party!

Our Sesquicentennial
Celebration was a wonderful
evening! Wonderful food,
wonderful company, a wonderful
debut of the DVD that was made
for the book. Great music and a
great time for everybody.
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Parish Family Weekend
January 18-20

There’s Still Time to Sign Up!



In the Spirit
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Boundaries 2008 at All Saints, Florence
Kim Riggs extends a special invitation to our parish to join with her
for a live telecast—one of only two sites in all the Carolinas—at a special
discounted price of just $12. Seating is limited!
Visit www.ccnonline.net/boundaries for more info.

Children’s Ministries:
Anna Elmore
elmorea03@yahoo.com
Administrator: Meg Shinall
meg@holycomforter.net
Secretary: Gini Mills
gini@holycomforter.net
Financial Secretary:
Gayle Boykin
gayle@holycomforter.net
Nursery: Annette Conner
Maintenance: Tim Hudson
Sexton: Emma McCain

| Church Staff
| Clergy:
The Rev. Dr. John Barr |11
john@holycomforter.net
The Rev. Hamilton Smith
hamilton@holycomforter.net
Music Directors:
Floride McKoy
floride@graingermckoy.com
Chuck Wilson
chuck@holycomforter.net
Youth Minister:
Timothy Rutherford
othypl21@yahoo.com

The Vestry

Harvey Senter, Sr. Warden
senterprize@sc.rr.com

Lucile Watts, Jr. Warden
lucile72@yahoo.com

Sid Walton, Treasurer
sewalton@ftc-i.net

Charles Alessandro

(Evangelism)

calessandro@scottstringfellow.com

Anne Marie Crowe (Christian Ed.)

annmarie.crowe@thomassumter.org

Jamie Eldridge (Outreach)
jceldr@aol.com

" — —a

Our heartfelt thanks to Jim and Pam of Readings' Direct Mail Services

Tom Greenman (Kanuga)
tgreenman@sc.rr.com
Mitchell Jacocks (Stewardship)
John White (Evangelism)
john@bynuminsurance.com
Tom Kuhn (Buildings & Grounds)
tkuhn001@sc.rr.com
Lucy Grey Mclver (Fellowship)
lucygrey@leeandmoise.com
Bill Stokes (Worship)
williamhystokes@yahoo.com
Mike Weidner (Christian Ed.)
mikeweidner@sc.rr.com




