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Regular Sunday
Schedule

8:30 Rite I Service
10:00 Sunday School
11:00 Rite II Service

(Child Care Available
Beginning at 8:20)

Thursday:
10 am Healing Service

(Chapel)

Church Office Closed
Monday, May 5 and

Tuesday May 6 (Staff
attending Leadership

Conference), and
Monday,  May 26
for Memorial Day

Summer Service
Schedule:

June 1 to Aug. 31
-10 am-

 creating disciples
who make disciples.

Kairos
   My dog Lena definitely lives in the
moment. When she is hungry, she eats;
when thirsty, she drinks. When she is
tired she sleeps. Oh, does she ever sleep!
She has no concept of time or marking
of time. She doesn’t know how long I
have been gone. I could step outside for
a few moments and when I walk in she
greets me as though I have been gone
for days. Everything she does is a new
event for her.
   Those of us with pets realize that they
have no sense of the passage of time.
We don’t expect them to plan or
anticipate. I have to admit, there are
moments when I find myself envying
my dogs and cats. I imagine there is a
freedom to be found in not being pressed
by time. Not that I can truly conceive of
how our pets experience time, because
I am always aware of it. I can never
escape this perception that time is
passing.
   In one sense, our pets may be thought
to dwell perfectly in God’s time. That is,
they live outside the parameters of
ordinary, clock time–the time that we
call chronos. Chronos gives us our term
chronological; it means the marking of
time in a linear order. Kairos is another
term for time, which we often call God’s
time, or perhaps our pets’ time. This has

no beginning or end; it is the infinite
where God dwells. In worship, we are
meant to enter into kairos; linear time
as we understand it is suspended. The
church calendar is structured to help us
enter into this timelessness of God. We
celebrate, perpetually, the birth, life,
death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
   How can we enter into God’s time in
the midst of chronos, in the midst of the
business of all of life’s franticness?
Worship is one important way,
especially if we allow ourselves to lose
track of clock time. Private prayer and
meditation can be other valuable ways
that we can incorporate into our daily
lives.
   January marks a new calendar year;
chronos marches on. But we are invited
to enter into God’s time every day, to
“waste” time in worship and
prayer–something which offers no
productive value as the world sees it,
but which allows us great value as we
spend time with God.

The Rev. Gretchen Rehberg,
Church of the Nativity,

Lewiston, Idaho
Reprinted with permission from the

Anglican Digest, Easter 2008



Parishioners
Faye Fishburne
Evelyn Baldwin
Donald Haas
Wynni Brooks
Sylvia Peek
Ann Bahny
Lillian High
Murdoch Walker
Sarah Dawson
Jan Taylor
Julie Dwight
James Barnhill
Donna West-Barnhill
Barbara Cerra
Rosa and Ramon
                Schwartz
Bob Dobson
Marvin Byerly
Robert Palmer
Donna Weldon

Military
Mike Boisvenue
Jeremy McAbee
Beth Graboritz
Joseph Heron
Ernest Flippin
Joseph McIntosh
   (and their families)

Family and Friends
Jessica McDuffie
Guzman
Jennifer McDuffie
   Pendarvis

William O’Brien
Jimmy Snyder
Gordon Rains
Amy Meismer
Robbie Johnson
Jane Martin
Craig Watkins
Jane Collins
Greg Edwards
Gena Boyle Reed
Jean Foster Anthony

Married:
Sarah Catherine Marye and
Michael Edward Nicholson
(4-19-08)

Moved: Faye Fishburne
(National Healthcare)

Baptized: Lauren
Kimberly Sturgis (4-6-08),
daughter of Jason and Lisa
Sturgis, grand-daughter of
Nelson and Mary Jean
Sturgis

Born: Virginia Grace Mills
(4-2-08), daughter of
Robert and Jennifer Mills
and granddaughter of Gini
Elmes-Mills

Financial Report
Mar     Jan 1–Mar 31, 2008

Actual Budget
Operating Revenue Rec’d $63,084 $175,597 $167,000
Less Operating Expenses 52,350 170,066 167,987
Less Debt Service 1,876 5,657 5,850
Excess Revenue/(Expenses) 8,858 (126) (6,837)

Stewardship Campaign for 2008
   Budgeted pledges and offerings through 3-31-08    $167,000
   Actual pledges and offerings through 3-31-08 169,997
   Ahead/(behind) $2,997
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Your Prayers Are Invited for...

Gifts and Memorials

Parish Life Fund
Total Liabilities $943,779
Pledged 207,980
Total Assets 168,322
Outstanding (as of 1-31-08) (567,447)

In Memory of:
John Bahny
Julian and Loretta Frasier
Sue Griffin

David Corley
Emily B. Sanders
Daly and Emily Ward

Lucie Anne Eldridge
Julian and Loretta Frasier

Jimmy Grant
Julian and Loretta Frasier

Olive Elizabeth (Betty)
McLeod
Julian and Loretta Frasier
Grainger and Floride
   McKoy
Gerald’s Tires, II, Inc.

Marianne Elizabeth
Palmer
Dr. and Mrs. Robert P.
Bland, Jr.

Black River Cooperative,
  Inc.
Will and Ruth Dunn
Julian and Loretta Frasier
Anne G. Greene
Sue Griffin
Mr. and Mrs. Walter
   Lenoir, Jr.
Grainger and Floride
   McKoy
Thomas P. Palmer
Emily B. Sanders
Jimmy and Betty Strange
Daly and Emily Ward

In Honor of:
Stanley and Pat
DuBose’s 50th
Wedding Anniversary
Scott and Kathryn DuBose
    History Book Fund
                and Altar Guild
Paul and Cynthia DuBose
    History Book Fund
                and Altar Guild

PHOTO BY A. WILDER
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   Thelma Bultman was born and college-
educated in Tennessee; she came to SC in the late
1940s or early 1950s. She met and married George
Bultman of  Sumter. She was raised as a Baptist,
and the first time she and George went to Holy
Comforter after they were married, Thelma went
home and cried and cried, saying she could not
change to the Episcopal church. Father Walker's
advice to George was, "George, please don't push
Thelma about the church."     
   George followed the advice, and Thelma became
the quintessential Episcopalian. She often said that
she was sent as a missionary from the Baptist
church to the Episcopal church. She was very active
in every aspect of Holy Comforter, and became the
first lady elected to the Vestry. After her term on
the Vestry, she served as the secretary to the Vestry
for many years.
   Thelma and George had no children but Thelma
was a mother or grandmother to many folks. It was
easy to sense the presence of the Holy Comforter
within her. The men walking to Emmaus after
Jesus' resurrection did not recognize him, but later
they remarked, "Did our hearts not burn when we
were with Him?" Spending time with Thelma would
make your heart burn. She radiated the Holy Spirit.
Being in Thelma's presence made you realize that
she had something you wanted. She personified
the fruit of the Spirit.         
   She gave freely to Holy Comforter; her time,
treasure, and talent. Holy Comforter received a
tremendous bequest upon her death. This bequest
has sustained and enhanced the best aspects of our
parish family life, bringing speakers in like Alan
Hansen to enrich our walk with Christ.    
   Her favorite Bible verse was, "This is the day the
Lord hath made, let us rejoice and be glad in it!"

–Neil Towery

Good Reading
   Our church history is
filled with great stories
Some are touchstones on
the broader canvas of our
nation's history. I love the
tale in Holy Comforter
1857-2007 about the Civil
war occupation of our sanctuary, particularly the courageous
Mrs. W who "endeavored to get the books and vestments on
Monday. The officers refused to send them but assured her
that they should not be molested. On Tuesday just after they
left the town, she sent for them and found only the Bible
belonging to the desk. The Prayer Book with all the Bishop's
prayers was gone. The gown, surplice, scarfs, etc. were also
gone. The pulpit was considerably injured and the position of
the melodeon led me to think that some ungodly hands were
practicing upon it..." [Holy Comforter, 1857–2007, $35]

Thanks be to God!
   To quote the words of a somewhat
corny old song, “Love will get you
through times of no money better
than money will get you through
times of no Love.” But really that’s
at the heart of the relationship
between God, the Church, and
money.
   Let me explain. The easiest way
for me to begin forgetting what I
believe about God is for me to pay
more attention to my money–and
by extension all the things it can
do–than I pay to God. When I do
that, I begin to resemble my money.
No, I don’t turn green or gold, but I
do become able to be manipulated,
bought, sold, traded, exchanged, and
too easily squandered. I also become
temporal and confined, and if I’m
not careful I start to be possessed by
my possessions. When that starts to
happen, I am easily anxious,
frightened, and I become more
controlling. I think you can see
where this is going.
   What’s a person to do? Well, the
Bible tells me (in more than one
place) that the best thing to do is to
remember where everything I have
ultimately came from and, in order
to make the remembrance a reality
in my life, it is helpful to give back
to God on a regular basis a portion
of what I get. The Bible suggests the
modest amount of 10% and, when I
think of it, there’s not a business
deal anywhere I know where the
managing and sustaining partner
gets 10% and the worker gets

90%–but that’s God’s offer.
   How’s the best way to give back to
God the simple 10% God suggests?
The answer is to and through the
only place where the Love of God is
proclaimed, made real on a regular
basis, encouraged, spread, and
offered to any and all comers–to and
through the Church. Yes, the Church
has expenses to do all that it does.
Yes, the Church has a budget and
needs the financial support of her
members. And yes, a lot of good
things are accomplished in and
through the Church. BUT...more
than anything else, the Church is the
incarnate reminder of the Truth
about God and about me–about all
of us.
   Thus, in order to keep my life in
perspective, and in order to keep my
soul focused on God, I return 10%
of my salary to God through the
Church. After that I give to charity.
Has this been hard for me to do? I
can honestly say that it never has
been–once I started. The hardest
part was taking the leap. Would it
be hard for you? I can’t say. But I
suspect that the hardest part would
be taking the leap. Of course if you
don’t ever try, you know what will
happen–nothing–and wouldn’t that
be a shame.

God bless us all (Wait a minute! God
already has!)

–The Rev. James L. Burns,
Church of the Heavenly Rest,

New York, New York
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children’s ministries
Last Day of Sunday School
   The last day for Children’s Sunday School will be May
25.  There will be no Sunday school on May 18 (the day
of the church picnic).
   Please join me in thanking all of the many volunteers:
Pam Reading, Emily and Daly Ward, Tripp Lee,
Betsy Acken, Charlie Poag, Sarah Justice, Janet
Caldwell, Kandie Norred, Lucy Grey McIver,
Christen and Mike Weidner.    We are blessed to
have so many people that love to serve the Lord by
teaching our children.
   Children’s church will continue through the summer
during the 10 am service. Nursery will also be provided
through the summer.
   Thank you to all of our children’s church leaders: Nan
Cannarella, Lizzie Smith, Christen Weidner,
Stephanie Towery, Tom Greenman, Lee Senter,
Burgess Alessandro, Carol Lawrence, and Wendy
McLeod.  We would also like to thank all of our
shepherds!

God’s BIG Backyard
   This summer we will be in God’s BIG Backyard learning
about God and how to serve others. Vacation Bible School
will be held Monday, June 16, through Friday, June 20,
from 9 am until 12 noon.  VBS is for children aged 3
through graduates of fifth grade.
   Registration begins now!! You can register your child
online at  www.vacationbibleschool.com/HolyComforter
or by completing a form found on the bulletin board in
the youth building.
   Please contact me with any questions or concerns (see
contact info below).
   Forms can be returned to the church office, given to
me, or submitted online.  Walk-in registration is allowed,
but for planning purposes please pre-register.
The first 50 children that register will

get a VBS t-shirt!

Youth Volunteers Invited
   Middle and high school students are welcome to join
the fun as volunteers.  Please sign up if you are interested
and we will be thrilled to have your help!

Adult Volunteers Invited
  There are still positions available for adult volunteers
to assist our lead teachers.  We also have several other
needs.  Please let me know if you would like to join this
wonderful ministry! Call to discover what our needs are
at this time.

Thank you!
Anna Elmore
Children's Education Director
499-3891
elmorea03@yahool.com

May Birthdays
Have a wonderful birthday! Daniel Lawrence, Claudia
Anderson, Harvin Williams, Sudie Cromer, Sara
Landstrom, Andrew Lawrence and Preston Jacocks.
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JOIN THE PRAYER
BEAR BRIGADE!
   Just like a fire brigade, let's line up and
help put 200 bears in Anna Elmore's care
for Vacation Bible School AND the Honduras
Mission trip! Two great opportunities for
grace in one project!

   I am really in love with these cute little guys. We have fleece,
thread, velcro and a pattern. We need 200 Prayer Bears for
100 VBS children. Each child will stuff two bears, add a prayer
and a heart, then send one to the LAMB institute with our
mission team and take the other home to keep.
   We need a brigade of people with good fabric scissors to cut
the patterns out of the fleece. There are just two simple pieces
for the front and back of the bears and one little rectangle for
the pocket. We need as many sewing machines as possible for
sewing the pocket on and stitching the fronts and backs together.
We need people with craft scissors to cut short pieces of velcro
that make it possible for the children to stuff and close the
bears without needing needle and thread.
   I have a wonderful dream of the parish hall full of busy
volunteers cutting, pinning, sewing, talking and laughing! Let's
get together on Thursday, May 1, from 2 to 4 and again on
Friday, May 9 and May 16, also from 2 to 4 pm.
   Please bring whatever tools and supplies you have available:
good fabric scissors, straight pins, sewing machines and
extension cord, (we have thread), craft scissors for cutting
velcro and a big smile!
Meg Shinall
Holy Comforter
773-3823

PARISH PICNIC
Sunday, May 18

10:00 am
Holy Eucharist

Heart-felt thanks to Dick and
Becky Lee for inviting us to their

big back yard!
(1805 Loring Mill Rd)

Ambience...

Time to
enjoy each

other’s
company...

Romance...

Music...

Working
together as
a couple...

Strengthening your marriage!

PHOTOS BY W. JACOCKS
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KNITTING FOR
AFGHANISTAN

CHILDREN
No previous experience necessary;

we’ll teach you how!
$3 for materials

or bring your own supplies.
Monday, May 5, 12, and 19

7–8:30 pm

Becky Noyes
will be the speaker

this month.
Join us! Bring a friend!
Tuesday, May 13, 2008
7 to 8 pm, Parish Hall

Godly Leadership in Our Diocese
   On March 27, Bishop Lawrence and the
Standing Committee of our diocese sent the
Most Rev. Katherine Jefferts Schori (the
Presiding Bishop) a letter protesting the
depositions of Bishops John-David Schofield
and William J. Cox.
   Some background information: Last year,
the Diocese of San Joaquin split away from
the Episcopal Church, then accepted an
invitation from the Primate of the Southern
Cone (Archbishop over South America) to be
under his authority.
   The National Church did not like this.  On
March 12, the House of Bishops met and
deposed the two Bishops from San Joaquin
(Bishops Schofield and Cox), for failure to
adhere to the “doctrine, discipline, and
worship of the Episcopal church” and because
they had “abandoned the communion.”  If
the deposals are valid, these two Bishops can
no longer function as Priests or Bishops in
the Anglican Communion. ( If you wish to
read the House of Bishop’s Deposal
Resolutions, it can be found at this website:
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/78650_9
5611_ENG_HTM.htm).
   After the House of Bishop’s meeting, Bishop
Lawrence and our Diocesan Standing
committee met to discuss this matter.  It
became apparent to them that the deposal
was done improperly and was not valid.  In
order for a Bishop to be deposed, the
Episcopal Church’s Canons (bylaws) require
that a majority of all Bishops, active and

retired, vote for the deposal.  In the case of
Bishops Schofield and Cox, they were deposed
by a majority of those Bishops present at the
meeting. Thus, the deposal was invalid.
   In an effort to right this wrong, the Bishop
and the Standing committee wrote the
Presiding Bishop a letter “strongly protesting”
the deposal.  This letter can be found at the
following website:
http://www.dioceseofsc.org/mt/archives/0
00337.html
   In this letter they outlined the concerns
discussed above and called for the House of
Bishops to “revisit those decisions, refrain
from the planned selection of a new Bishop
for the Diocese of San Joaquin, and make
every effort to follow our Church Canons in
all future House of Bishops decisions.”
Moreover, until the issue is revisited, our
Diocese will continue to recognize Bishops
Schofield and Cox and will refuse to recognize
any Bishop elected to replace them.
   Why is this important?  First, the Episcopal
Church has consistently required all parishes
and dioceses to follow the canons of the
church.  The canons have been quickly
brought into play and rigorously enforced
when doing so is in the best interests of the
revisionist leadership of the National Church.
 In this case, when a strict following of the
canons would serve as a check on those
interests, they were followed lightly.  Thus,
our Diocese is calling the National Church to
abide by its own canons so that everyone may
be treated fairly.

   This letter shows that our diocese will stand
firm for the truth.  Bishop Lawrence, in his
address to the convention in January, called
on the Diocese to be a bright light in the
Episcopal church.  Bright lights shine.  They
are not hidden away.  They pierce the
darkness and uncover what is hidden.  This
is exactly what the Diocese has done in this
letter.

   As it stands now, it appears
that our Diocesan leaders
believe it to be theologically
appropriate for the diocese
to remain part of the
Episcopal church.  We are to
be a voice for the gospel in a
lost church.  Our diocesan leadership,
however, is not going to compromise with
the national church’s agenda.  They will not
allow their acts to be done in secret.  All that
they do and say will be examined in the light
of the teachings of scripture and the canons
of the church.  South Carolina will stand firm
for the truth.
   This gives me great encouragement to know
that we have Godly leadership.  Our leaders’
courage and faith to take a stand on these
important issues builds trust.  I can trust our
leaders to determine the course to which God
is calling this diocese.  I call us to follow our
bishop as he follows Christ.

–the Reverend Hamilton Smith
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Church Staff
Clergy:
The Rev. Dr. John Barr III

john@holycomforter.net
The Rev. Hamilton Smith
hamilton@holycomforter.net
Music Director:
Chuck Wilson
   chuck@holycomforter.net
Youth Minister:
Timothy Rutherford
   othyp121@yahoo.com
Children’s Ministries:
Anna Elmore

   elmorea03@yahoo.com
Administrator: Meg Shinall
   meg@holycomforter.net
Secretary: Gini Mills
   gini@holycomforter.net
Financial Secretary:
Gayle Boykin
   gayle@holycomforter.net
Nursery: Annette Conner
Maintenance: Tim Hudson
Sexton: Emma McCain

The Vestry
Harvey Senter, Sr. Warden

   senterprize@sc.rr.com
Lucile Watts, Jr. Warden
   lucile72@yahoo.com
Sid Walton, Treasurer
   sewalton@ftc-i.net
Charles Alessandro
(Evangelism)
calessandro@scottstringfellow.com
John Acken (Stewardship)
jacken@sc.rr.com
Jamie Eldridge (Outreach)
   jceldr@aol.com
Nan Cannarella (Christian
Education)

nan.cannarella@thomassumte
r.org
Ray Moran (Evangelism)
raynroz@yahoo.com
Rob Towery (Fellowship)
robtowery@sc.rr.com
Tom Kuhn (Buildings & Grounds)

   tkuhn001@sc.rr.com
Lucy Grey McIver (Fellowship)

   lucygrey@leeandmoise.com
Bill Stokes (Worship)
williamhystokes@yahoo.com
Mike Weidner (Christian Ed.)
   mikeweidner@sc.rr.com

Church of the Holy Comforter
213 N. Main Street–P. O. Box 338

Sumter SC 29151
(803) 773-3823

www.holycomforter.net

Our heartfelt thanks to Jim and Pam of Readings' Direct Mail Services

ECW Chapters–Tues., May 6
Bishop Gadsden, 10:30 am til 2 pm, member’s home
Bishop Davis-Thomas, 3:30 pm, Betsy Acken’s,

1 Swan Lake
Bishop Carruthers, 7 pm, Julie Dwight’s, 12 Radcliff
All church women are automatically members!

Sermon CDs
   Our Sound and Recording Ministry is pleased to
announce that sermon CDs will be available immediately
after the 11:00 service from now on! Share that “zinger”
from the pulpit with your loved ones near and far...


