Where the power and love

April 2008

Regular Sunday

Schedule
8:30 Rite | Service
10:00 Sunday School
11:00 Rite Il Service
(Child Care Available
Beginning at 8:20)

Thursday:
10 am Healing Service
(Chapel)

of Jesus Christ
changes lives—

Immersed in
Scripture

creating disciples
who make disciples.

The Bible in Fifty Words

God made,
Adam bit,
Noah arked,
Abraham split,

Joseph ruled, Jacob fooled, Bush talked, Moses balked,
Pharaoh plagued, People walked, Sea divided, Tablets guided,
Promise landed, Saul freaked, David peeked,
Prophets warned,

Jesus horn,

God walked,

Love talked,

Anger crucified,

Hope died,

Love rose,

Spirit flamed,

Word spread,

God remained.

www.HolyComforter.net
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Your Prayers Are Invited for...

Parishioners
Faye Fishburne
Wynni Brooks
Frances Johnson
Mary Ruth Devoe
Sylvia Peek

Mary Jean Sturgis
Enrico Milano
Ann Bahny

Lilian High
Murdoch Walker
Sarah Dawson
Jan Taylor

Julie Dwight
James Barnhill
Donna West-Barnhill
Barbara Cerra
Betty Penney
Rosa and Ramon

Ernest Flippin

Joseph Mcintosh
(and their families)

Family and Friends

Robbie Johnson

Jane Martin

Craig Watkins

Jane Collins

Greg Edwards

Gena Boyle Reed

Jean Foster Anthony

ECW Prayer Partners
e Hispanic Outreach of

Holy Cross

 Sav R Kids Children’s
Home, Guyana, South

America
« St. John’s Episcopal

Financial Report

Feb
Operating Revenue Rec'd $75,179
Less Operating Expenses 89,164
Less Debt Service 1,885

Excess Revenue/(Expenses) (15,870)

Stewardship Campaign for 2008

Jan 1-Feb 29, 2008

Actual  Budget
$112,513 $102,600
117,715 114,091
3,782 3,900
(8,984) (15,391)

Budgeted pledges and offerings through 2-29-08 $102,600
Actual pledges and offerings through 2-29-08

Ahead/(behind)

Parish Life Fund

Total Liabilities

Pledged
Total Assets
Outstanding (as of 1-31-08)

$945,925
211,010
168,711
(566,204)

112,187
$9,587

Mission, Charleston, SC
» York Place Children’s
Home

Schwartz
Bob Dobson
Marvin Byerly

Robert Palmer
Donna Weldon
Betty Kennedy

Military
Jeremy McAbee
Beth Graboritz
Joseph Heron

Gifts and Memorials

In Memory of:
John L. Bahny (husband of Ann Bahny)
A. Kennedy Dawson
Sarah Dawson
Ramon and Rosa Schwartz
Charles L. D. Boyle (son of Grace Dibble
Boyle)
Charles and Susie Dibble
Lucie Ann Eldridge
(mother of Jamie Eldridge)
Charles and Elaine Broadwell
Jimmy Grant (brother of Clara Moise)
Sara Louise Manning
Betty McLeod (mother of Elizabeth Britton)
American Forest Management, Inc.
John and Betsy Acken
Jim and Tootie Adams
Charles and Burgess Alessandro
Charles and Elaine Broadwell
Barbara and Harry Burchstead
Emily R.Burns
Rex and Louise Deaton
Daughter’s Book Club
ECW Bishop Davis-Thomas Chapter
Charles and Susie Dibble
Philip L. Edwards

» Coastal Crisis Chaplaincy

Deceased

e Marianne Elizabeth
Palmer (3-14-08)

David Corley (brother of
Steve Corley, 3-4-08)

Mr. and Mrs. Harvin Fair

Isabelle Graham

Anne Greene

Helen James

Robert and Susan Jolley

Tom Kuhn

Dick and Becky Lee

Ralph and Virginia Lee

Sara Louise Manning

Harriet Mclntosh

John and Sarah Mikell

Clara G. Moise

Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy Newman

Margaret Owens

Phil and Suzanne Palmer

Dibble and Denny Parker
(History Book Fund)

Corinne Philips

Jeanne Powers

Andrena Ray

Phil and Laura Reeves

David Roach, Jr.

Emily Sanders (Recovering Sight)

Harvey and Lee Senter (Breakfast Ministry)

Barry and Patsie Shuler

Daly and Emily Ward (Recovering Sight)

Naomi A. Warner

Tommy and Boo White

Harriett Wilder

Barney and Mary Catherine Williams

Sarah Nash Wilson

Wilson Hall School Family

Employees of the Civil and Securities
Divisions of the S.C. Attorney General’s
Office

Marianne Elizabeth Palmer

Dick and Becky Lee

Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Moses

Jay and Mary Ann Palmer

Melissa Williams Parker

Mr. and Mrs. S. L. Roddey, Jr.

Martha P. Shaw

Herta Stanley

Emily Sanders (Recovering Sight)

Priscilla McKoy Swartz (mother of

Grainger McKoy)

Charles and Elaine Broadwell

Charles and Susie Dibble

In Honor of:

Sara Louise Manning

Charles and Susie Dibble
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Holy Comforter: Immersed in Scripture

I can do everything
through him who gives me
strength.
Philippians 4:13

Russ EImore

God is our refuge and
strength, an ever-present
help in trouble.
Psalm 46:1

I love reading this Bible
verse because it reminds me
that God is always with us.
He will never let us down.
He will be right by my side
even if the rest of the world

Anna Elmore

is falling apart.

Last summer we went on a mission trip to Asheville.
We stayed at a church for a week with other youth groups
from our diocese, praised and worshiped together, and
did community service projects in Asheville. When | got
home, | was talking to one of my friends about the amazing
time | had and the wonderful people | met. We had a
long, in-depth conversation about God, the Bible and
many other things. She asked me something | had never
though about much. "Why base your life on a book you
haven't even read the whole way through?" | was at a loss
for words trying to come up with an answer. It was then
that | decided | wanted to read through the whole Bible
in ayear.

The next Sunday, | told Timothy of my plans and asked
him for some help. | had no clue where to start. He later
announced that we would be starting a Bible study for
anyone who was interested in reading the Bible through
in a year. We decided to meet on Wednesday mornings
at McDonalds. That is where you can find the five of us
every Wednesday morning, bright and early, and that is
why we are reading through the Bible in a year.

Megan Grimm

Our Wednesday Morning Bible study has been a great
experience. Reading the Bible in a year is a very big step
for me. | know it would have been very hard to do it by
myself, so | feel so blessed to be a part of this group. Every
week, we've been able to share what we've learned, as
well as any questions we have. Because of this Bible study,
I've actually had answers to questions other friends have
had about the Bible and Christianity. | know it has helped
me to grow as a Christian, and that makes me so happy.

I look forward to our Wednesday mornings. I've enjoyed

my daily reading and my quiet time with God. I'm so glad

that I've been able to be a part of this amazing group.
Courtney Williams

One of my favorite Bible verses is 1 Corinthians 13:3. “I
may give everything | have to feed the poor. And | may
even give my body as an offering to be burned. But |
gain nothing by doing these things if I do not have love.”
This verse is among my favorites because it just shows
that without love, the good deeds you do on the earth
mean nothing, and that without love, it is impossible to
enter through the gates of Heaven. But not only is love
needed to do good things and enter into Heaven, the love
that is given must be genuine, pure, and real. It must
come directly from the heart, for true and honest love
takes no detours.

Another one of my favorite Bible verses is the verse on
which I have chosen to base my life. The verse is Ephesians
6:7. “Work with enthusiasm, as though you are working
for the Lord rather than for people.” I chose this verse
to live by because it is simply understood, but also very
important. It says that you always need to work as if there
is nowhere else you would rather be and as if whom you
are serving is the Lord himself.

Lindsey Monroe

In 2004, | had a miscarriage. Some people do not have
a lot of physical pain involved in a miscarriage, but for
me it was painful physically and emotionally. Not many
people talk about miscarriages openly, but it seemed that
once people learned about mine, stories about their own
came to light. Even though I began hearing from other
women having the same experience, it did not bring about
the peace | needed, nor did it bring any answers as to
why | had one or if | would even be able to have
children.

Sometimes we take for
granted that pregnancy just
happens. We don't always
consider what God's will is for
our lives as it relates to bearing
and raising children. This was
now my own question.
the miscarriage a few days
before the first Spiritual Gifts
Workshop at Holy Comforter,
which I was in charge of
organizing. My plate was full.

Continued on page|6
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children’s ministries

Save the Date for
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL!

This year’s Vacation Bible School will be the week of
June 16—20. Mark your calendars, and remember these
dates when planning vacations and other summer
activities.

Please share your gifts with our children! ADULT and
YOUTH volunteers are needed for music, crafts, teaching,
snacks, decorations, and many other areas! There will
be a second planning meeting for ADULT volunteers on
Tuesday, April 15 at 6:30 in the church office area
Conference Room (childcare and dinner provided). Please
join us if you're feeling called to serve in this very
important ministry!

RSVP by e-mail (elmorea03@yahoo.com) or phone
464-1715.

Volunteers
I would like to thank all of our Sunday School and
Children’s Church volunteers. Our children are blessed
to have such a great group of volunteers. Please continue
to join us in Sunday School and Children’s Church!
If you feel led to volunteer, please contact me.
Anna Elmore

In the Spotlight:

Train a child in the way he should go
and when he is old he will not turn from
it. Proverbs 22:5

Tom and | have been members of Holy
Comforter for almost 15 years. (Wow,
time really has flown.)

I volunteer with the children because
| believe that God calls me as a mother to train up not
only my children but all children in the way they should
go so they will not depart from it. It is my passion
because I believe we should all come to Christ as a child
and I learn as much from their wide-eyed innocence and
acceptance of God'’s love as | teach.

| do not have time for many hobbies these days but in
those rare quiet moments | love to read and | love to
cook.

Something not everyone knows about me? Gee, my life
is an open book. Perhaps some do not know that | am

a consulting engineer and | am currently working with
an organization in Washington, DC that works to enhance
diversity of manufacturing suppliers based in the US.
This summer | will be traveling to China to meet with
companies there to see if we can bring more of the
manufacturing back to the US.

| feel honored that you would think of me and thank
you. Please let me know of you need anything else.

Carol Lawrence
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Holy Comforter: Immersed in Scripture

Continued from page 3...

| felt I had the burden of pulling together a workshop and
the burden of pulling together a heavy, broken heart.
One evening | was in bed talking to God and letting Him
know all my fears about the miscarriage and telling Him
how badly it hurt my heart and how much | wanted to
have children (side note: | always wanted to have boys).
In tears and with a completely broken heart, | asked Him
if it was his will for me to have children and told Him that
whatever His will was for me, | trusted Him. | opened my
heart to listen to hear what He had to say.

| believe that through faith and prayer, He led me to
read a verse in Psalms. | kept hearing "Psalms" over and
over in my head. | turned to Psalms 116, read it and it
just didn't seem to apply. | had a nudge to keep turning
back in the scripture. So, | read Psalm 114 and it, too, did
not seem to apply. | started getting a little frustrated
because | thought, "maybe this isn't God telling me to
read anything in particular. How on earth does this apply
to me?". Well then, I read Psalm 113 all the way through.
The last verse completely SHOCKED me!

Verse 9 reads, "He settles the barren woman in her
home as a happy mother of children. Praise the Lord."
Can you imagine, being in the midst of despair and doubt
and these words, in black and white, jump from the page!
The thought of this brings back chills and tears of joy
every time | think of it. | laughed out loud, my tears were
instantly dry and | had the peace from God that | needed.
Praise the Lord, indeed I did! In 2005 and 2007 | gave
birth to two handsome boys, my promises from God. |
had never read those verses before and there is no way |
could have found those verses on my own in the midst of
my turmoil. He answered me. God is real. Heis
faithful. He does hear us. His scripture is alive. His
promises are true. Teri Griffin

My verse is Joshua 1:9. "Be stong and courageous. Do
not be terrified. Do not be afraid, for | am the Lord your
God and will be with you wherever you go." John Barr
first introduced me to this verse while at the Renewal
Conference at Kanuga in 1999, and later John Guest
reaffirmed it for me. | have walked through the valley,
but know that my God is with me in sorrow and in joy.
He is with me in the valleys and he is with me on the
mountaintops. He is with me wherever | go. | am not
afraid. I liken my faith to a child learning to walk. If they
were not allowed to stumble, they would not gain the
strength to get back up. God is the father who walks beside
us and allows us to stumble, but is there to help us back
up. Grace Dibble Boyle

Every week | witness GOD's infinite Grace and Love as
prisoners in jail respond to the Word's of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ, thereby opening their hearts to the
LORD, and entering into an eternal relationship with
HIM. Romans 10:8, 9, 10, 17. "The word is near you; it
is in your mouth and in your heart," (that is, the word
of faith we are proclaiming). If you confess with your
mouth, "JESUS is LORD," and believe in your heart that
GOD raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it
is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and
it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. As
the Scripture says, "Anyone who trusts in HIM will never
be put to shame." Faith comes from hearing the message,
and the message is heard through the word of CHRIST.
Reading HIS word daily not only guides us on our journey,
but strengthens our ability to proclaim HIS word to others.
Quoting Frederick Kosin: "If we do not learn, receive, and
hear the Word of GOD, we will not enjoy the Peace of
GOD." Charles Alessandro

One of the last week's readings from the Essential 100
Challenge was from the book of Revelation, Chapters 2
and 3. In Chapter 3, in the letter to the church at Laodicea
(verses 14-21) this church is chastised for being lukewarm
in their faith and for thinking they were well off when in
fact they were poor, naked and blind. These verses have
challenged me because as | have looked back over my life
I have realized how often | have been lukewarm in my
faith and how comfortable | am as long as my means meet
my needs. My prayer now is to strive to stay "hot" for God
and His work in my life and to battle against letting the
"comfortability syndrome" get a toe-hold in my thinking.

John White
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From
Church-Goer
to Disciple

Without an
encounter
with the
risen Lord
that is
personal and
real,
discipleship
never
happens.

When you

The Reverend Alan Hansen
Acts 29 Ministries dO have an

encounter
with the risen Lord, discipleship
is the natural result.

Alan Hansen will lead us in an
encouraging presentation that
affirms much of what is good in
our lives, but also evaluates the
high calling of pressing on toward
the prize. He will help us identify
the characteristics of church-goers
and disciples and show us how to
move into discipleship, allowing
Christ to grip our hearts and
capture our affection for His
kingdom and His glory.

Schedule:

Sunday, April 20, 2008

Sermon at 8:30 am Service, Sanctuary
Adult Sunday School, 10 am, Parish Hall
Sermon at 11 am Service, Sanctuary
Presentation at 7 pm, Sanctuary

Monday, April 21
Presentation at 7 pm, Sanctuary

Call to arrange child care: 773-3823.

You're Invited!
...to a Worship Service and Picnic at St. Philip's Church in
Bradford Springs on Saturday, April 26, 2008 at 11 am.

The Holy Comforter congregation is invited to celebrate the 168-year
history of St. Philip's Episcopal Church, Bradford Springs, SC, with a
special worship service on Saturday, April 26th at 11 am. The service will
be followed by a picnic on the grounds.

St. Philips is located just across the Sumter County line in Lee County,
off Hwy. 441. The Rev. John Barr and the Rev. Charlie Walton will
officiate, along with the Rev. Ashby Dick, Retired Army Chaplain of
Columbia. Arthur and Linda Wilder will provide our music.

The church was built in 1840, in what was then a thriving summer
community, complete with a post office, educational facilities, even two
taverns, and several summer homes.

It is adjacent to what was thought to be a healthy, restorative spring.
Some 30 to 40 planter-class families sought this summer community as
a refuge for Lowcountry residents from the heat and malaria of the
Charleston area. The church was consecrated in services led by the Rt.
Rev. Christopher Gadsden and the Rev. Edward Philips of Camden on
June 9, 1841. It s listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

The small church and adjacent cemetery are dear to many members
of Holy Comforter. Emily Burrows Sanders and Sarah Burrows Dawson
were former members of the church. Emily Sanders Ward and Ken
Dawson (who grew up at Holy Comforter and now lives in Greensboro,
NC) serve on the committee overseeing the operation of St. Philips. The
Rev. Bentham Walker regularly conducted services there, and many
ancestors of Holy Comforter members
are buried in the cemetery. Sarah and
John Dawson were married there 60
years ago and Emily and Daly Ward were
married there 10 years ago.

The feast day for St. Philip is May 1st
and will be celebrated at the service on
April 26th. Please bring your favorite
picnic food, enough for your family and
some to share, and drinks for a picnic on
the grounds. Plates, napkins, utensils,
and cups will be provided.

If you would like more information or
directions to the church, please contact
Emily Ward, 469-4748.

Habitat Kids

In addition to hosting college kids
in our youth building last month, our
choir hosted another group earlier in
the month, providing a hot dinner in
our Parish Hall.




In the Spirit

Church of the Holy Comforter
213 N. Main Street—P. O. Box 338

Sumter SC 29151

(803) 773-3823

www.holycomforter.net

ECW Chapters

April 1, and May 6 meetings will be held as follows:
Bishop Gadsden, 10 am, in the Lounge
Bishop Davis-Thomas, 3:30 pm, in the Lounge
Bishop Carruthers, 7 pm, member’s home
All church women are automatically members!

Church Staff

Clergy:

The Rev. Dr. John Barr |11
john@holycomforter.net

The Rev. Hamilton Smith

hamilton@holycomforter.net

Music Director:

Chuck Wilson
chuck@holycomforter.net

Youth Minister:

Timothy Rutherford
othypl21@yahoo.com

Children’s Ministries:

Anna Elmore

Our heartfelt thanks to Jim and Pam of Readings' Direct Mail Services
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Everyone is Invited!

Dr. Lovice will speak in our Parish Hall on Monday,

April 7 beginning at 3:30, on John 1:16, “From the fullness
of his grace, we have all received one blessing after
another.” Free childcare will be available and light
refreshments will be served. Bring a friend!

B

elmorea03@yahoo.com
Administrator: Meg Shinall
meg@holycomforter.net
Secretary: Gini Mills
gini@holycomforter.net
Financial Secretary:
Gayle Boykin
gayle@holycomforter.net
Nursery: Annette Conner
Maintenance: Tim Hudson
Sexton: Emma McCain

The Vestry
Harvey Senter, Sr. Warden

—

senterprize@sc.rr.com
Lucile Watts, Jr. Warden
lucile72@yahoo.com
Sid Walton, Treasurer
sewalton@ftc-i.net
Charles Alessandro
(Evangelism)
calessandro@scottstringfellow.com
John Acken (Stewardship)
jacken@sc.rr.com
Jamie Eldridge (Outreach)
jceldr@aol.com
Nan Cannarella (Christian
Education)

nan.cannarella@thomassumte

r.org

Ray Moran (Evangelism)

raynroz@yahoo.com

Rob Towery (Fellowship)

robtowery@sc.rr.com

Tom Kuhn (Buildings & Grounds)
tkuhnOO1@sc.rr.com

Lucy Grey Mclver (Fellowship)
lucygrey@leeandmoise.com

Bill Stokes (Worship)

williamhystokes@yahoo.com

Mike Weidner (Christian Ed.)
mikeweidner@sc.rr.com
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